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    On Sunday, August 12 th the late      
    worship service (note time: 10:30    
    a.m.) will be at the Barron County  

    Historical Museum on County Rd. W. Our music 
will be an a cappella celebration led by the Quaint 
Quintet (Mary Shearer, Heidi Hong, Rita Hong, Dale 
Skerhutt and Pat Liedl).  The service will be held in 
the outdoor pavilion with a “walking pilgrimage” (for 
those who are able) to the Ebenezer church for 
Holy Communion. 
 
Note: The 5:30 & 8:30 services will be at the church 
as usual. 

 
�������������	��
	���
��
������������������ ��� ��

�����������	
�	�����
��
�	�������	������
���
���������	
�����������
��������������	���	������
�������������
�
�����
���

	����
�����������
���������������
�������������������
������� ��
!�������	��
����"�	��������
���������#��  

 
�
 
 
$���%�
������	��� ��� �	
����&����� '�
��
��� �	���
��� ��� �������� ������� � �� �� !"#� ��� $%�
&���'�� �'����� ��#"��� ��� ����� ��(�� �	�����
������	������������ ����������	�(	��
���������
#��  

 
 

 
CONFIRMATION MINISTRY:  
 

ATTENTION 9TH GRADE CONFIRMANDS: 
Confirmation will be on Sunday, 
October 7 at 10:45 a.m.  All work and 

worship reports MUST be done before this day!  
See Pastor Lisa if you have any questions.  Watch 
your mail for more information on final meetings 
and projects.  You will have the opportunity to plan 
the confirmation service and take leadership roles 
at the service. 
 

FOR ALL  6TH, 7TH, AND 8TH GRADE CONFIRMATION 
STUDENTS: 
· There will be a confirmation orientation on 

Wednesday, August 29 :  5:00pm for 8th 
graders, 5:30pm for 7th graders and 6:00pm 
for 6th graders.  Parents need to be there 
too! Watch your mail for more information. We 
will be signing up for classes and filling in the 
acolyte schedule for the year.   

· The first SWYG (Second Wednesday Youth 
Group) for this year will be Wednesday, 
September 12 at 5:30 p.m.  Attendance at 
SWYG is expected of all confirmation students. 

· Session One classes will begin Wednesday, 
September 5 at 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.  
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“Give as freely 
        as you have received”   Matt. 10:8b 
 

August 13 th-14th, 2007 · Luther Park Bible Camp, 
Chetek, WI · $36.00 per person. ����������	�
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	���� Our speakers are Artist/Psalmist Patricia 
Solveson  and Mary Jean Smith, a missionary in 
Alaska, and our own Pastor Lisa will be leading 
devotions. Accommodations are available.  Meals 
and snacks  are all included in the registration fee.   
Pre-registrations are due by Thursday, August 9th.  
Forms can be found on the bulletin board across 
from the church office or by emailing the office. 
Join us and take time to recharge! 
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July 17, 2007 
 

 Dear Friends in Christ, 
 I woke up this morning falling back into a bad habit I thought I had broken years ago 
with Jesus’ help.  My mind was racing.  I was restlessly remembering mistakes I have made 
in the past (and they are many) and at the same time I was fearing events that might happen 
in the future.  It was a spiritual tug-of-war that was draining me of my energy even before I 
got out of bed for the day. 
 Have you ever had that experience?  When I begin my day that way, it is hard to focus 
on the present.  I spend too much time looking backward or forward and seem limited in my 
ability to appreciate and live in the present  moment. 
 I thought Jesus had helped me years ago to rejoice in the good news that my former 
sins are forgiven and my future is totally secure in his loving arms.  However, sometimes I 
fall back into my old ways. 
 Sharing this struggle with you at 6:30 in the morning is helping me regain my trust in 
the lordship of Jesus.  He was a man who loved the Psalms, and I think he would want me to 
remember words from Psalm 118.  Long ago the psalmwriter declared, “This is the day the 
Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
 Jesus wants me and all of his people to live in the good news that this day is a pre-
cious gift from God.  In this day God will give us our daily bread.  God will guide us 
through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit and the trusted wisdom of the scriptures.  
God will be present with ears always open to hear our prayers.  God will never fail us or  
forsake us. 
 Of course, God wants us to learn from the mistakes we have made in the past and to 
plan wisely for the future, but God wants us to live fully in the wonder of today. 
 I’m ready now to start this new day and to let others know that it is a gift from God.  I 
invite you to live with the same confidence.  And let’s remember this: when we live in God’s 
presence, it is always today.  The past can no longer diminish us and the future can’t  
paralyze us. 
         This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
 Your Friend in Christ, 
Pastor Bruce Beyer 
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1Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life, Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Zondervan, 2002, p. 17.  
2Ibid, p. 20.  

REFLECTIONS FROM Pastor Lisa  
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Minutes of the Congregational Council 
June 18, 2007  
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PASTOR JAMES SJOLIE ,  
a former Pastor here at First Lutheran, 
is celebrating the 50-year anniversary  

of his Ordination in August.  We’re  
going to have a memory book available in Luther 
Hall the weekends of August 11 & 18 for you to  

contribute your thoughts and well-wishes. 
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Have you seen the play Church Basement Ladies?  If 
you saw it, and even if you didn’t see it, you will enjoy 
reading Growing Up Lutheran by Janet Letnes Martin 
and Suzann (Johnson) Nelson.  Many of the  
humorous incidents in the play were taken from this 

book.  Those of you who grew up in the 40’s and 50’s will  
remember similar times your lives:  Baptisms, Confirmation (reading 
for the minister) Sunday School, Bible Camp, Wedding and  
Funerals.  They even discuss the considerable rivalry between the 
Norwegians and the Swedes who were buried in their own sections 
of the cemetery! 
 
Before we became Women of the ELCA, there were sewing circles 
and then the Ladies’ Aid.  They put on dinners and raised money for 
things needed at the church.  There was one woman who  
always wanted things done “her way”. 
 
Several years ago, Janet Martin came to Barron and spoke at our 
women’s meeting, and that is when we got her book.  We also have 
two of her other books:  Cream and Bread by Janet Martin & Allen 
Todner and Second Helpings of Cream and Bread by Janet Letnes 
Martin and Allen Todnem. 
 
CHECK IT OUT, READ IT AND ENJOY!!! 

BONNIE HILBERT  HAS 3 BAGS  
OF POP TABS  ready to go to 
the Ronald McDonald 
house, but needs someone 
to take them.   If anyone is 
going, please contact her at 
637-9339.  Thank you!�
�
�

Gift from the Heart would like 
to include knitted mittens  for 
each child receiving a gift 
this Christmas. Warm hearts 
and willing hands help make 
this project a reality. Yarn is 
available by calling Cheryl 
Johnson, 637-5350. 

 
There are several dates available for the 2007-2008 radio broadcast calendar.  

If you are interested in sponsoring any of the following dates please contact 
the church office or fill out the information on the back:   

 
Sept 23 & 30         March 30          April 6            June 1 

 
Each radio broadcast costs $75 and should be paid before the day of the broadcast.  

Thank you for supporting this important ministry! 
 
I/We would like to sponsor Sunday,  _____________________ or  Sunday, ______________________ 
 
Please indicate how  the announcement should be worded  (i.e. given in memory of John Smythe by Paul and 
Alice Smythe):  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
* * * * * * * * * * *  

 
Your Name: __________________________________________  Phone #:  _______________________ 
 
Address:       ______________________________  City/State/Zip:  _______________________________ 
 

Please drop in the collection plate or return to th e church office.  Thank you!  

DO YOU KNIT? 
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WE NEED YOUR WEEKLY SUPPORT!  Summertime tends to be budget crunch time 
for First Lutheran Church. School is out, vacation time is here, and people typically 

travel more. Even though we may be away from home on the weekends, our church 
still needs our thoughts, prayers, and financial support. Our giving envelopes are 

addressed, so it is easy to mail our offerings to the church, even if we are not present for worship. 
You can also check with the church office on the “Simply Giving” direct deposit option. 

Let’s support our church weekly  this summer!  �

THANK  YOU…. 
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     Hello to all of you, 
“My cup runneth over!”  The Prayer of 
the Psalmist and all of us who share in 
Wisconsin garden produce.  Literally, we 
can see the corn grow this summer 
season. 

     We had a wonderful July gathering with over 
100 people attending our Pie & Ice Cream Social.  
Chuck Kirkwood and Friends entertained us with 
old favorites of gospel and patriotic music.  It was 
reminiscent of long ago 4th of July celebrations 
and left us all feeling renewed and a little 
younger. 
     Plan to attend the Luther Park Retreat 
scheduled for August 13th and 14th.   Pastor Lisa 
will be leading devotions.  The camp is a beautiful 
place.  Check with Michelle in the office if you 
need registration material.  Also, if you are a first 
time participant, check with Michelle for 
scholarship information. 
     Then mark your calendars for our September 
5th W/ELCA meeting.  It is our designated annual 
meeting where we will be electing new officers 
and voting on some W/ELCA constitution 
changes at the business meeting. 
 
God’s peace to you. 
Sincerely, 
Barb Swant, President. 
�

MISSION COMMUNITY: 
 
Hope everyone is having a great summer.  
It’s a busy time, but try not to forget those 
in our community that need a little extra 
help from time to time.  This month we are 
collecting peanut butter, jelly, cereal and 
canned soup.  The next time you are out 
and can grab an extra thing or two please 
do so.  It is greatly appreciated. 
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MISSION ACTION: 
 
  Thanks to all who donated items for health 
kids and for filling our soap barrel.  We accept 
bars of soap until Oct 1.  Bars must be 
individually wrapped. 
  I will put out school kit bags in August so 
begin looking for school supplies on sale.  
These will be sent to LWR in October. 
  Lutheran World Relief no longer accepts used 
clothing.  Please donate your clothes to other 
charities. 
 
 - Lucille Ness 
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FIRST CALL THEOLOGICAL EVENT  

One of the most dramatic transitions in the life of 
a newly rostered person is the transition from 
seminary or non-rostered status to the first call to 
public ministry. For that reason, the ELCA has 
prescribed standards and expectations for 
continuing theological education during the first 
three years of rostered service under call. 

 
The six synods of Wisconsin and the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan work collectively to provide 
one component of this continuing education. 
Each November, about 80 first call rostered 
persons gather at St. Anthony Retreat Center in 
Marathon, WI for the First Call Theological 
Education Fall Conference. Since the bishops 
believe so strongly in the value of this event, they 
have secured partial funding for it through the 
Siebert Lutheran Foundation. However, many 
first call persons serve small congregations that 
find it difficult to afford the cost. If your 
congregation would like to join the Siebert 
Lutheran Foundation in helping to subsidize the 
cost of this event, please contact Pastor Greg 
Kaufmann (gkaufman@ecunet.org). 

 
This Fall Conference is a time of ministry 
development and collegial interaction, scriptural 
nourishment and practical skill development. It is 
a valuable opportunity to address concerns that 
are unique to newly-rostered leaders with others 
who are in similar circumstances. In addition to 
formal presentations and workshops, 
representatives of the Board of Pensions, the 
Mission Investment Fund, Augsburg Fortress and 
the Association of Lutheran Resource Centers 
are on hand to introduce these first call leaders to 
the many resources available to them in their 
ministry. All six bishops, on a three year rotating 
basis attend this Fall Conference in order to 
share their wisdom and experience with these 
newly rostered leaders. 

 

Connecting Lives Through Christ 
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GENERAL FUND OFFERING 
 

2007 Budget 311,000.00 
Received This Week 7,123.60 
Needed Year to Date 153,145.09 
Received Year to Date 161,976.68 
 +8,828.59 
  

REPAIR AND DEBT FUND  
 

Received Year to Date 7,222.00 
Needed Year to Date 8,365.34 
 -1,143.34

FUNERALS 
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RADIO BROADCASTS 

BAPTISMS 
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THE CHURCH COUNCIL has approved adding 
“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” 
to the Gifts and Memorials list.   

We will not be using budgeted 
money to purchase this new  

hymnal and service book until 
enough gift money has been  

received to purchase the books. 
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4 W. LaSalle Ave. 
Barron, WI  54812-1307 
 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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