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Recognition of our 2007 high 
school graduates was on 
Sunday, May 20th at the 8:30 
service. Following the service, the 
graduating seniors were our 
guests of honor at a brunch 
hosted by the families of this 
y e a r ’ s  j u n i o r  c l a s s . 
Congratulations and best wishes 
to the graduating members of First 
Lutheran:   
 

Emma Babler, Lara Haugen, A.J. Hornung, 
Erick Jacobsen, Jennifer Karpenske, 
Brooke Kucko, Kate Olson, Bailey Picknell, 
Emily Springer, Kayla Stoeklin and Dana 
Weinert. 

 
We wish them God’s blessing as they take new 
steps in their life with the Lord Jesus. 
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Northwest Wisconsin Synod Assembly will be 
held June 1 & 2 in Menomonie.  Representing 
First Lutheran will be Carsten & Sally Ellison, 
Lissette Ritchie, Pastor Lisa and Pastor Beyer.  
The highlight of the assembly will be electing a 
new Bishop and saying “farewell and thank you” 
to Bishop Bob Berg for his many years of service.�
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REFLECTIONS FROM Pastor Lisa  

 
A mother wanted to teach her daughter a moral lesson. She gave the little girl a quarter and a 
dollar for church "Put whichever one you want in the collection plate and keep the other for 
yourself," she told the girl. When they were coming out of church, the mother asked her daughter 
which amount she had given. "Well," said the little girl, "I was going to give the dollar, but just 
before the collection the man in the pulpit said that we should all be cheerful givers. I knew I'd be 
a lot more cheerful if I gave the quarter, so I did."  
(From Bits & Pieces, February 4, 1993, p. 23.) 
 
A lot of us are like that little girl.  We want . . . We want to be happy.  We want to have things 
around us to keep us warm, and safe, and happy.  We want . . . and we want some more.  There 
is never an end to our wanting.  Problem is things won’t make us happy, or cheerful.  Oh, they 
might make us more comfortable and make us think better things about ourselves, but they 
cannot make us happy.  The only thing that truly can give us that gift of happiness is our 
relationship with God and with other people. 
 
Over the past several months, we’ve been looking at the faith practices that mark the life of a 
Christian.  Those faith practices include:  prayer, study of God’s Word, worship, inviting others, 
encouraging others, serving God and others, and finally giving of our time, our treasure – i.e. 
giving of ourselves into God’s service, in whatever form that takes.  Giving is one of those hot 
button topics in the church it seems.  There is always the person who complains that we pastors 
and others in the church are always talking about money and how people need to give more.  
Yes, we in the church need the money – after all, the telephone and electric bills need to be paid 
along with all the rest.  But, believe it or not, you have a need to give.   
 
Giving is one of the golden opportunities God has given to us in our lives.  When we give of 
ourselves – we are reflecting more of that image of God within us.  When we give of our money – 
we are showing that we truly trust that God will provide for us.  When we give of our time – we are 
showing that people and service are important.  Our God is a very generous and giving God.  
That image of God has been implanted within us humans from the very beginning of time.  We 
give because God has first given to us, in abundance. 
 
When you think about how much God has given you in your life, isn’t it rather astounding?  Each 
breath of air is a gift.  God breathed his own life-breath into Adam and that is the same breath we 
breathe in and out each day without a thought.  If we weren’t able to breathe, life as we know it 
ends.  The food we eat is a gift from God’s hand.  Yes, people worked to produce it, harvest it, 
transport it, and market it, but without the gifts of sun and rain and soil, there would be no crop.  
The same goes for the trees that made the lumber to build our homes.  We work hard for our 
paycheck, but God gave us the strength and energy, skills and aptitude for our jobs.  But even 
more importantly than all of those, God has given us the gift of new life, eternal life through his 
very own Son.  God was willing to become human to show us a better way to live and love.  Jesus 
was willing to die a gruesome death to give us that life.  We can never earn that gift of grace or 
repay God for it.  Without God, we have absolutely NOTHING! Our giving is a small expression of 
our gratitude for all that God has given to us.   
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REFLECTIONS FROM Pastor Lisa continued  

I don’t know the amount any of you give to the 
church.  I don’t want to know.  I try to tithe, but 
I realize that is not where all of you are in your 
giving of money.  As you look at your giving of 
money, is it possible to increase your giving by 
a percentage or two?  There are a lot of peo-
ple who give tremendous amounts of time and 
energy to our church.  Thank you for that!!  But 
if you aren’t on a committee or volunteering in 
some capacity in the church or community, is 
there a place that you would be willing to 
serve?  Do you have a vision for a ministry at 
the church or in our community that isn’t hap-
pening?  Could you be the person to make it a 
reality?   There are so many ways we can give 
of ourselves.  Take a moment or two this 
month and reexamine your faith practice of 
giving of time and talent and treasure. 
 
As we’ve gone through the marks of disciple-
ship or faith practices, I pray that you have 
been blessed by them.  The challenge to all of 
us is to: 

· Pray frequently 
· Study Scripture diligently 
· Worship regularly 
· Invite others often 
· Pass on the faith 
· Serve for the sake of others 
· Give freely 
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WE NEED YOUR WEEKLY SUPPORT!  
 

Summertime tends to be budget crunch time for First Lutheran Church. School is out, 
vacation time is here, and people typically travel more. Even though we may be away 
from home on the weekends, our church still needs our thoughts, prayers, and finan-
cial support. Our giving envelopes are 
addressed, so it is easy to mail our offerings to the church, even if we are not present 

for worship. You can also check with the church office on the “Simply Giving” direct 
deposit option. Let’s support our church weekly  this summer!  �

����
 

����
����
 

THANK  YOU…. 
 
. . . so much for the care package during finals week.  It couldn’t of come at a better time.  I was so  
 happy to see that my friends and family from back home were thinking of me during one of my  
 most stressful times.  Thank you, Laura Christenson 
 
. . for the care package.  I just got done taking my Junior Finals and will hopefully be done in 
 August.  Thanks so much.  Kayla C. Hilbert 
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    FAMILY  REGISTRATION 
 July 9 - 13 th, 2007 

Please fill out ONE FORM PER FAMILY.  
This will ensure that we get all the correct information.  Thank  you! 
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Book:  Everybody’s Normal  
Till You Get to Know Them  

By John Ortberg 
 

Contents:  
Part 1:  “Normal: There’s No Such Thing, Dear” 

1. The Porcupine Dilemma 
2. The Wonder of Oneness 
3. The Fellowship of the Mat: True Friendship 

Part 2:  How to Get Close Without Getting Hurt 
4 Unveiled Faces: Authenticity 
5 Put Down Your Stones: Acceptance 
6 The Art of Reading People: Empathy 
7 Community is Worth Fighting For: Conflict 

Part 3: The Secret of Strong Relationships 
8. Spiritual Surgery: Forgiveness 
9. The Gift Nobody Wants: Confrontation 
10. Breaking Down Barriers: Inclusion 
11. The Secret of a Loving Heart:  Gratitude 
12. Normal at Last:  Heaven 

 
The chapter headings indicate this is a book that 
is hard to put down once you start reading it.   
 
The author is a teaching pastor at Willow Creek 
Community Church in South Barrington, IL.  If 
you like this book perhaps we may purchase If 
You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get 
out of the Boat. 

 
                                - Library Committee 

�

Quilters are in need of fabric: 
 
As you hold or attend garage sales this 
summer, please remember the quilting 
project. 
  
We use fabric pieces of any size, as well 
as bedding (sheets, blankets, spreads, 
curtains, tablecloths, etc. 
 
Items should be marked “For Quilting” 
and left in the basement.  Call Gail 
Larson at 837-1834 with any questions. 

�

 
 

THANK  YOU FOR STOPPING at the used book 
display on May 11 & 12.  Oops!  You missed 
Little Foxes That Spoil the Vines - another 
book hard to put down… it will be on the table 
next time.  We will do a repeat display several 
week-ends in June. 
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Gospel Music Channel presents the world television premiere of “A Concert of Praise”.  Recorded live at 
Women of Faith’s 2007 National Conference in San Antonio, this exclusive, hour-long concert features 

popular artists Sandi Patty, Nicole C. Mullen, and Kathy Troccoli.  See what you missed or enjoy this one-of-
a-kind concert event all over again only on Gospel Music Channel. 

Saturday, June 9 at 10 pm ET  • Thursday, June 14 at 9 pm E T • Sunday, June 24 at 2 pm ET 
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Youth & Vacation Bible School Activities 

 
 Our Youth had an great time at Telemark for the Mi ddle School Youth 

Gathering -  thanks for your support!  Look for pic tures of our activities 
there  throughout this Focus. 

�

���������/����� �6�
 

Thank you very much to Marcia Anderson-Friedell for  the beautiful Mother’s Day 
flowers for the Sunday School children to give to t heir mothers! 

Also, thank you to the Lay Ministry Committee 
for donating money for the Sunday School Teacher Ap preciation Breakfast!  

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

WE ARE CHANGING OUR BIBLE  SCHOOL PLANS !  We have had people interested in helping 
with VBS so we are going to our own church VBS July 9th through the 13th from 9:00am 
- 12:00pm for grades 3 year old through 5th grade .  There will be no charge, but we will 
have a list of donation items.  With this change, we will not be having summer Sunday 
School as previously written. See pages 7 & 8 for more information and the sign-up sheet.   
If you have questions, or would like to help with VBS (including older children), please 
contact either Bonnie Hilbert at 637-9339 or Heidi Verhulst at 637-5130.  Thank you! 
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With school soon out, the requests for help 

from the Barron Food Pantry increases. 
Those students who are currently receiving 
hot lunch at school are going to be home 
and those who need our help will 
experience a greater urgency to fill the 

tummies of active children.  Staples of boxed 
pasta, peanut butter, canned goods and cereals 
are always needed.  An extra one or two things in 
your cart will go a long with for the pantry.  You 
may bring your donation to the church and place 
in the basket at the bottom of the Luther Hall 
steps or drop off at the pantry.  Or monetary 
donations may be placed in the offering plate or 
brought to the church office.  Thank you for your 
continued support of our local families in need! 
�
�

�
�
As the June issue of 

Lutheran Woman Today has not arrived, please 
enjoy the articles when it does come.  
 
Our June Bible Study has the title “With the 
Message of Jesus” and we study some of 
Jesus’ kingdom parables as told in Luke. 

�
MISSION GROWTH: 
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MISSION NEWS: 
 
In my phone call to Cameroun on May 21st, I 
learned that the funds from Division of Global 
Mission, ELCA, Chicago have cut off funding 
for milk for the Nutrition Center, Garoua Boulai.  
I have set up an account “Lorraine Haugen 
Hunger Fund Cameroun” at First National 
Bank, Barron, if anyone would like to donate.  
The entire name must be on the check or 
what you tell the bank so this can remain a 
charity, not a business.  Thank you from me, 
from AIDS orphans and the malnourished.  
 
Also, news from that part of Africa:  Central 
African Republic now have the bandits 
kidnapping Fulani children for ransom.  The 
refugees are coming over the border and the 
U.N. has set up feeding stations at Garoua 
Boulai and Meiganga.  Our missionaries in 
C.A.R. have left to live in Garoua Boulai.  
Please pray for them and the people living 
under such unstable conditions. 
                                         - Lorraine Haugen  
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GENERAL FUND OFFERING 
 

2007 Budget 311,000.00 
Received This Week 5,469.18 
Needed Year to Date 101,040.13 
Received Year to Date 111,718.25 
 +10,678.12 
  

REPAIR AND DEBT FUND  
 

Received Year to Date 5.187.00 
Needed Year to Date 5,480.74 
 -293.74

FUNERALS 
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MEMORIAL & HONOR GIFTS 
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RADIO BROADCASTS 

BAPTISMS 
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THE CHURCH COUNCIL has approved adding 
“Evangelical Lutheran Worship” to the Gifts 
and Memorials list.  We will not be using 
budgeted money to purchase this new hymnal 
and service book until enough gift money has 
been received to purchase the books. 

Please pray  for the missionaries in Cameroun 
and Central African Republic during this unsta-

ble time in C.A.R.  Kidnapping of children is 
taking place, refugees are fleeing to 

Cameroun.  Remember the Presidents of both 
Lutheran churches in your prayers! 
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4 W. LaSalle Ave. 
Barron, WI  54812-1307 
 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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