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LENTEN CALENDAR

- Wednesday, Mar 5: 12 noon & 6:15 pm.
“The Word of God and Prayer”
- Wednesday, Mar 12: 12 noon & 6:15 pm.
“Why Prayer Matters”

- Thursday, Mar 20: 12 noon & 6:15 pm.
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion

- Friday, Mar 21: 12:00 noon

Good Friday service here at First Lutheran.
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“J OSEPH” THE TRIP IS A GO! We’'ll be meeting in
the west church parking lot at 9:15 on March 8th!
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Focus at First - March 2008

simply relevant

There’s a new W/ELCA
Bible/Book Study Circle!
(and we’'re starting with the
Chocolate Boutique!)
See page 7 for more info.




Dear Friends in Christ,

At the February church council meeting words of gratitude were spoken to
the Vision Team. They have inspired and challenged us to look carefully at the
strengths and the weaknesses of our congregation, so that we might become more
passionate in the way we corporately live the Christian faith.

As your pastor I agree with the assessment of the council. There does seem
to be a more positive attitude expressed by so many people. There is also the sense
that we all have our parts to play as we become a more friendly, welcoming group
of people. It is not just the pastors and the leaders of First Lutheran Church who
have work to do. We all share in the Spirit-led ministry of doing whatever we can
to become better equipped to do the work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

This is a large task for all of us, but we have the help of God who promises
to be with us in all our struggles and joys. I think of the words that have under-
girded and given direction to the Vision Team — A living church remembers the
past, lives in the present, and works toward the future. That statement reminds us
that it is God who has brought us to this day. It is God who is strengthening us this
very moment. It is God who will lead us into the future. We can certainly
accomplish our goal of becoming more inclusive and committed to sharing the
love of God with all people.

During Lent we take the time to do the painful work of spiritual assessment.
We acknowledge that we have failed God in so many ways, and we have wronged
each other. With the power of God’s forgiveness we repent and enter into the new
life God wants for all of us.

I’m praying this Lent that God will forgive my many failings. I want God to
show me how I can best express the new life I have in Jesus Christ in ways that
will be for the good of First Lutheran Church. I want you all to do the same. We
are all blessed by God to become blessings for others. I think that is at the very
heart of what the Vision Team wants us to understand as we take baby steps into
the future.

Thank you, Vision Team! Thank you, people of FLC, who are responding
to the new vision! Thank you, God, who makes all things possible!

Sincerely in Christ,
Pastor Bruce Beyer
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| REFLECTIONS FROM Pastor Lisa
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BeFriender Training:  Training will continue in March on Thursdays March 7 & 14 from
6 — 10 p.m. Please pray for this BeFriender group that they may receive the gifts God has in
store for them and be able to lovingly share those gifts with the congregation.

New Member Class: Second session of the New Member class will be on Tuesday, March 11 at
7 p.m.



Minutes of the Congregational Council
January 21, 2008
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THE ANNUAL MEETING of First Lutheran
Church was held Sunday, January 27". At the
meeting we passed a budget for 2008, did the
required oversight work of the congregation and
held elections. Elected to a first term on the
council are Mr. Gayle Larson, Barb Swant, Carla
Nordby, and Rod Wiemeri. Elected to a second
term are Jason Erb, Clarice Fall, Terry
Jergenson and Ardis Ress.  Elected to a term on
the Trust Fund Committee is Bob Missling .
Elected to the Cemetery Board are Allen
Anderson, Norman Thompson, Richard Schultz
and Sharon Nelsen . We thank Kolleen Felber,
Jim Forsman and Dallas Sloan who have
finished their years on the Council.

At the February Council meeting Rod Wiemeri
was elected to the position of Vice President.
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2008 Lenten Project... )
"Delivering Rice for Life”

For the past several years ( \ —_—\/
our congregation has generously @“/
supported the feeding stations
and assisted in bring food security to our brothers
and sisters in Malanje, Africa. The Social Concerns
Committee will once again be making an appeal for
this important effort during the Lenten season.
This year you will have an opportunity to help
purchase “Sacks of Rice” to be delivered to
Malanje. There are still many who are unable to
obtain their own food. Persons such as orphans,
the disabled and elderly that have a difficult time
finding enough to eat.

Be watching for further information in the coming
weeks. There will be a display, temple talk and
bulletin inserts to keep you informed. Let us be
mindful of our many blessings God has given us
and share them with those in need.

-Yours in Christ,
The Social Concerns Committee

Free Blood Pressure Checks!

Some of the medical providers in our
congregation are volunteering their
time between services on the
second Sunday of each month to
provide this service and Pastor
Beyer has offered the use of his office for your
privacy. Mark it on your calendar today!
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In the past we have found books that have been donated to our library with no
name of the donor. We appreciate donations, but sometimes have found we
cannot use the book in the church library. So we have made up a form (shown
below) for the donor to fill out so we know your wishes for the book. The yellow
forms are found on the filing cabinet. If you donate a book please fill out the form
and place it with the book. Thank you for taking the time to fill out the form - and
for your donations!
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Sunday School & Youth Activities

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS FROM BONNIE:

Don't forget that the Sunday School Lenten offering is food for the food pantry. Itis a
contest where the class that has the highest number of items wins a prize.

There is NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday!

5th graders and parents will be having Communion Class with the pastors

on March 9th and 16th. They will have a special celebration of communion on the 16th at
the 10:45 service.

Please note on your calendars that the Sunday School children will be singing at church
on April 13th. Please make every effort to be there - everyone loves to see and hear
them!

Bonnie and the Education Committee will be hosting a teacher thank you brunch for all of
the Sunday School teachers on April 20th from 9:00 - 11:00am.

Mark your calendars for the First Lutheran Vacation Bible School, July 7th through the
11th. Our theme for this year is “SonHarvest County Fair” with lots of fun crafts and les-
sons. Look for more details coming soon - and be sure to tell all your friends!
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WERE YOU AT GODSTOCK? DID YOU LOVE SILVERLINE? Come hear them again! The Senior High
Youth Group (SHYG) of First Lutheran is sponsoring their first annual SHYG Fest on Saturday,
March 1 at 7 p.m. Silverline will be the headliner group with the Jeremy Sanoski Band as open-
ing act. Tickets are $10 in advance. Seating is limited so get your tickets early. Come one, come
all to this exciting, high energy event at the Barron Community Center, 800 Memorial Dr, Barron.
Doors open at 6 p.m.; concessions sold at intermission. All proceeds go for the SHYG summer
retreat. For more info visit http://www.firstlutheran-barron.org/Ministries/HighSchool.htm! or call
715-205-1974 or 715-537-3575.
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Join us for World Day of Prayer!
It's being hosted by St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
in Barron this year. The service is at 1:30pm with
coffee fellowship to follow.

Foob PANTRY NEEDS: The food pantry

needs our help re-stocking their shelves

with pasta items! Mac ‘n cheese, spaghetti

noodles, egg noodles, etc. Those items fly
off the shelves very, very quickly and we
desperately need to replace them. Personal
items area also needed. Toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap, etc. Cash donations are
always welcomed. Simply make your check
payable to the Barron Area Food Pantry and drop
in the collection plate or leave in the church
office.

- Heidi Verhulst, Mission Community
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MISSION ACTION:

Let’s fill the soap barrel!
The soap is sent to
Lutheran World Relief.
When you are shopping please pick some soap
to donate.

There are bags by the stairs to collect items for
Health Kits. Items needed are listed on the bags.
If you would like to donate extra items it is much
appreciated.

Please continue to save Campbell Soup labels
and cancelled stamps.

Thank you for your help with these projects!

- Lucille Ness
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|Connecting Lives Through Christl
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GENERAL FUND OFFERING

2008 Budget $326,800.00
Received This Week 9,590.30
Needed Year to Date 40,650.00
Received Year to Date 48,282.57

+7,602.57

REPAIR AND DEBT FUND

1,977.00
683.40
+1,293.60

Received Year to Date
Needed Year to Date

RADIO BROADCASTS
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH for your continued support
of the Barron Area Food Pantry by monetary and
food donations. We are currently averaging

MEMORIAL & HONOR GIFTS
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about 60 families (200 people) who use the pan-
try. The money will be used to buy the food sta-
ples that we put in the boxes. We appreciate the
food donations too as they help keep the food
pantry going. Thanks again!

- Lynne Hanse, Director
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4 W. LaSalle Ave.
Barron, Wl 54812-1307

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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Worship Volunteers

viarch 2008
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