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First Lutheran Church, Barron, WI

st
Wednesday, October 1 66,%
11:30am - 5:30pm
Fair Exchange is a program designed ~gy

to give the world’s people a fair price

for a fair product. Come and select coffee,
chocolate or hand-crafted items for the people on
your Christmas list and help fight poverty and
oppression around the world. Thank you for your

support.
Sponsored by W/ELCA, First Lutheran Church

3RD GRADERS & PARENTS: Your Bible
Class with the pastors is starting soon.
gl You'll be meeting with the pastors (and
P your parents) on Sundays October 12",
£° 19" | 26™and November 2™ during the
9:40am Sunday School time. You'll
then receive your Bibles on Sunday,
November 2™ at the 10:45 service.

Our Chureh' i i
Amm;';;r; 125 YEARS! Our Congregation will be

U=\ reaching this special milestone next year

“"f\\.\ and the Public Relations Committee is

3\5\2/{‘ looking for your help on a special short-

o, % term committee to make plans to
celebrate it. Please contact the church
office to let us know of your interest.
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THE FALL TURKEY DINNER
Is set for
Wednesday, October 22 ™
from 5:00-7:00pm
at First Lutheran
See page 8 for more details!
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| I REFLECTIONS FROM Pastor Lisa

Are you as tired of the political ads as | am? | want to hear what each candidate will do, not just how
terrible the other is. | will be glad when this election is finally over, | think. I'm not sure who the best
candidates are. | cannot delve into their hearts and know all their intentions and beliefs on the is-
sues. All | can do is pray that we as a nation will elect the best people to fill all the elected positions
we will be voting on. | do know that those elected officials, for all their promises and visions of hope,
are part of a political system that isn’t perfect. Our political system made up of sinful people just like
any other organization on earth. They will try, but they cannot and will not do everything perfectly.
They have their own self-interests to think of — personal and that of their constituencies — which
seem to shape how they govern. There is still much work for all of us to do to insure that all people
have their basic needs met. There are days when it seems simply overwhelming — the need is so
very great. But | have to remember that it may be our hands and feet, but we have a greater source
of power to rely upon.

| was reading The Great Awakening: Reviving Faith and Politics in a Post-Religious Right America
by Jim Wallis. He writes on page 3 & 4:

Many of the great social issues we face feel like huge, unmovable mountains:
disease pandemics that kill millions, massive inequality that imprisons half the world’s
people in miserable poverty, human sexual and economic trafficking, dangerous cli-
matic changes in the earth’s temperature, genocide that no one seems able to stop, so
many threats to the sanctity of human life, endless violations of human dignity, and the
alarming unraveling of both family and community systems.

At the same time, though, many people, especially a new generation, are dis-
covering a key insight from the Bible: if we have faith as small as the “grain of a mus-
tard seed,” we can “move mountains.” That's a good thing, because we have some
real mountains to move in our world today — problems and challenges so big that they
become the job for faith, a job for spiritual power applied to social change. Indeed,
that’'s why we call it faith, especially needed when our problems seem overwhelming
and the odds are against us. It may be that only a revival of faith can spark the neces-
sary changes in public opinion and political will on the really big issues, and that a
spiritual transformation is necessary for social change. It's about changing hearts and
minds on many of the biggest moral issues of public life that fundamentally challenge
who we are and what we believe. Revival is always about what God can do through
us, and is now doing afresh, especially when people are adrift and society is in danger.

The tasks before us can loom over us like a mountain peak that cannot be scaled, but we aren’t
alone in our work. We have hundreds and thousands of people all seeking to do the same things ~
to see that people have food to eat, a place to live, clothing to wear, gainful employment, and the
dignity and honor due to them as a fellow human being. But more importantly, we have a God on
our side. As Scripture says — if God is for us, who can be against us? My challenge in this month
before the election is to pray — pray for God’s guidance to elect the right people, and for God’s guid-
ance on how each of us can make an important difference in our church and community. This is the
very least we can do as Christians.

See you in church!
Pastor Lisa
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Clausen conversion to Thrift Store/Food Pantry

I was asked to look at the job of making the move to the new site. I toured the site and
thought of ways to look at the overall job and offered to put together a task list that could
be divided up among the member churches in the community. Most of this list can be
worked on by any group with its own leader and workers. The store is a big area with two
doors and most of the jobs are not in each others way.

In these projects a group or church would undertake the whole project # and would find
their own materials and workers, which will make the task much simpler. By spreading
these labor and materials needs in as many parts of the community will make the job
easier and get it done more quickly. Many hands and pockets will help every one in need.

If any of these job sites or activities need to be divided into framer, plumber, electrician,
painter, trimmer, jobs I can help with this, or just you just draw a line where needed by
your group or church.

Project Food pantry area separate from the thrift store.

#1 Construct a 12’ long frame wall with a lockable interior 3” door with lock. The wall
only needs to go to the top of the door height but both sides need to be finished. Dry wall
and paint would be great. The wall can have a 2’ stiffener wall at the store inside end or
on both side of the door opening. Shelf units will butt up to the wall and form the
remaining “wall” enclosure for the food pantry area and will be used inside and out for
display or storage. A large heavy duty shelf wall will go on the east or back wall help will
be need for this move.

Lumber, wallboard, door, as well as labor are needed. Must work with, and/or around #2
or # 2 can run conduit over finished wall.

#2 Electrical wiring for the food pantry. Provide 4 or 5 20 amp outlets with separate
circuits and indicator lights for the freezers used in the program. The outlets will go on
the new wall at the north end wall of the store. (Due to the shelf units) The power source
is directly below the area and a circuit box will need to be added as well as conduit for
wiring. At the same time it would be very helpful if the overhead lighting can be
separately switched in the pantry area to turn off when not used.

#3 Wiring and plumbing for a washer, under pan, and dryer needs to be installed in the
small alcove area in the north west back corner of the store to provide a work area for the
thrift shop. An extra outlet or two in that area would be easy to add on the out side wall
with conduit. The old store water heater is directly below. Materials and labor needed
here. I think they need a good washer and electric dryer, also.

#4The front entrance door area at the store front needs new covering and repair. The
current carpet is worn out. The sub floor looks like it needs to be repaired and a new
carpet or slip resistant surface installed. During the winter the tracking in of wet and salt
takes a toll. Labor and materials are needed.

Focus at First - September 2008 5



#5 Handicapped accessible restroom area is needed in the store. (This work can be
divided into (a) build the room frame and floor, (b) plumb the room) The unisex format
should be ok. A list of specs is included. It will be located at the front SE corner behind
check out area of the store. The area is directly over the existing basement employee rest
room in the current store.

Plumbing fixtures including an inline water heater for wash area (main unit is in the very
back of the store and far to long a run), stool and sink, floor covering tile or similar
material for the floor. This project will need plumbing, wall framing, floor cover work,
door, and vent fan set into the old vent riser, supplemental heating and wiring for it, as
well as plumbing fixtures and floor covering. The current building is heated by an electric
3 phase heat, AC unit and the lighting.

#6 Re-doing the rear entrance door with a crash bar on the door and lowering the step
height to make it easier for food pantry customers to enter when it’s open (the door would
not be open from the out side unless the pantry is open.) #2 (The entrance can not be HC
Accessible but need to have standard steps inside due to the alley)

#7 Lay up and seal off with a masonry wall 8-10” long made of concrete blocks to
enclose the old furnace (Not ever going to be used) and seal it inside the firewalls of the
room. Labor and materials.

#8 Dressing room. Construct a small area, with walls, door, and light switch for trying on
cloths. The thought was that a men’s area and lady’s area would be helpful. Only one is
in the current store and the job is not a big one but great for a handy man or two.

#9 Remove some of the shelving in the basement area to make access easier to the
storage. Along with this is a large amount of cleaning of the existing shelf units. Shop
vacs, water and rags and lots of elbow grease. Some of the dirt looks like it might date
back to the coal fired furnace days. This is not worked out yet and might not happen till
later as it will not stop the use upstairs.

#10 Organize an open house evening and, or pot luck, or better yet (church lady and
church men) meal with all those helping having a chance to see the big finished picture.

Most churches have great meal teams and it could be fun watching the cook off and test
the results. It might even be great PR. Hmm?

To volunteer to help with any of these projects,
Please call Dan Morris at 736-3487

Thank You for your help!!

Focus at First - September 2008 6
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THE FALL TURKEY DINNER is B# (# % >++%

set for Wednesday, October 22 "™ 0y 1 |
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at First Lutheran. #... # )b RAY L6
| We will be serving turkeys grilled " '
. . 8 "$

: outdoors, served indoors family style

with mashed potatoes, corn, coleslaw, "

homemade pies and beverage. ( 4" 4 UrP)+B
o '( 'ocCc D CF - CiF-

#

Adults: $7.00 advanced/$7.50 at door. "

Children: $4.00 advanced/$4.50 at
door

~
w
H*

i Take out Price (Adult Size Order

| Only!) $7.00 advanced/ $7.50 at the
door * No Take outs available for the
12 and younger price.

E We look forward to this event each
year. The dinner takes a lot of hard
work from many willing volunteers
Come and sign-up in Luther Hall to
help for an hour or more. There will be
potatoes to peel, tables to set, dishes

to take back to the kitchen and wash, K6 0" 6 6
coffee to serve, pies to bake and cut. g 6 L 6
Each job is very important and to- > "o
gether it helps make the dinner a huge $ 6
sSuccess. | H # " /
LD # $
Join us on Wednesday, October 24 ™, - M 1'$
for an evening of fellowship, fun, and # "y 9 B 8
the best turkey dinner around. # # M o1
)y 8 "% # D
i " >- " ! (#
= ALL GOOD PIE BAKERS: # 3 "
&ea25>  We need to receive 100 pies for | # % (F
NI the Fall Turkey Dinner. These ? =
" pies may be either apple or |
pumpkin. Look for the sign-up sheetin ~— C # > '
Luther Hall. Thank you! o 9 B -
- L 77 C oty
! "1 C

"# 9 ALF%: 5 A)A- -
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BeFriender Informational
Meeting

BEFRIENDER Thursday, October 2~ 6:00 p.m.

e Y (Note Time Change)

A Listening Presence

If you would like to learn more about our Be-
Friender Ministry and how you can be part of it,
please come to our Information Meeting. We
changed the time to 6 p.m. because of people
wanting to watch the Vice-Presidential De-

bate. We will have some sandwich fixings so you
can eat your supper while we meet. At our meet-
ing we will cover some of the history of Be-
Friender Ministry and our plans for the fu-

ture. Being part of this ministry is a true bless-
ing. We’'d love to have you take part. If we have
people interested, training is tentatively sched-
uled for five Thursday evenings beginning Octo-

ber 23.
~ Pastor Lisa & Cheryl Johnson

There are several dates available for the 2007-2008 radio broadcast calendar. If you
are interested in sponsoring any of the following dates please contact the church of-
fice or fill out the information below:

2008: Nov9 /Jan4 & 11; Feb 1; March 1, 15 & 29

Each radio broadcast costs $75 and should be paid before the day of the broadcast.
Thank you for supporting this important ministry!

I/'We would like to sponsor Sunday, or Sunday,

Please indicate how the announcement should be worded (i.e. given in memory of John Smythe by Paul and

Alice Smythe):

*kkk kk kkk k%
Your Name: Phone #:
Address: City/State/Zip:

Please drop in the collection plate or return to th e church office. Thank you!

Focus at First - September 2008



BARRON COUNTY JAIL MINISTRY BENEFIT:
First Lutheran has a team who provides worship
opportunities each week at our jail. They need
money for Bibles, hymnals, etc. Our Afternoon
Fellowship Committee has arranged for another
bus to go to Church Basement Ladies Il on
Wednesday, October 15". The cost is $50.00
(play, lunch & bus). All profit will be used for jail
ministry materials. This is a Thrivent matching-
funds activity. However, this trip is in addition to,
but not a part of the Thrivent trips. If interested,
please phone Roger Jones 637-5762.

“SHARE THE GIFT OF HOPE”: At this period in
time when everyone is struggling to make ends
meet, it might seem as though things are rather
hopeless at time. If we look to this Bible verse,
we can have hope. Psalm 31:24 says: Be of
good courage, and he shall strengthen your
heart, all ye that hope in the LORD. By sharing
the gift of hope, it will lead others to see that
things are not so hopeless after all.

- A message from your Stewardship Committee

The Simply Giving form on the next two pages
is an example of what will be included in the pony
express packets this fall. Please review the
Simply Giving form. It allows you to enroll/
authorize your bank to automatically make a
withdrawal out of your checking/savings account
and send your offering to First Lutheran Church.
This is done automatically and eliminates the job
of writing out a check. You may want to give this
consideration when completing your pledges for
2009.

Focus at First - September 2008

Mistaken Identity, by Don & Susie VanRyn
and Newell, Colleen & Whitney Cerak with
Mark Toff.

Do you remember the tragic
accident involving a Taylor
University van when five young
lives were lost with only one
young lady surviving?  She
was severely injured and co-
matose and identified as Laura
VanRyn.

Five families held funerals, grieve their losses
and joined in prayer and hope as Laura fought
for life in the hospital.

Meanwhile the Cerak family, believing they
buried their daughter Whitney, clung to their
faith and worshipped God through their tears.
After weeks of mourning they began to slowly
move toward healing and life without Whitney.

For five weeks the VanRyns kept constant
vigil at the bedside of their daughter Laura.
Amid the tubes and surgeries, vital signs and
healing they rejoiced, prayed and hoped.

“and then the shock!”
The occupational therapist said, “Okay, Laura,
| would like you to write your name for me”

oo W-H-I-T-N-E-Y

Visit our library -
we have many good books!

10
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$ 4m89$  § (1 3# towards the health and sewing kits and school
4 # | 4 bags. It has been a resounding success this year.
4 - T . We were asked to send at least 5 more of each kit
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0 " of the increased need and we’'ve met the
2 4 G #1 # challenge! At last count we’ll be sending: 19
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MEMORIAL & HONOR GIFTS

ctr 8

" #
GENERAL FUND OFFERING , ,
2008 Budget $326,800.00 citBl'2# 4 1!
Received This Week 4,133.21 7 _
Needed Year to Date 217,580.66 6 2 # =)
Received Year to Date 212,024.83 C !l 2
-5,5655.83 6 894 B! 6 =+
REPAIR AND DEBT FUND Cc 1!l 8 #
Received Year to Date 4,622.00 6 894B! 6 =*A+
Needed Year to Date 3245.96
+1,376.04 C !l
6 "6 =*+
RADIO BROADCASTS
|1
# .t 2 BAPTISMS
#_*»> C + 4 E 7 4 +FM*-M> ++%
2 T8 14#
# *F,_C I 2 "
e R WEDDINGS
# > ,C ! 2?8 2
8 8 6! .
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E
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"
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Reformation Sunday
October 26th, 2008
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Connecting Lives Through Christ
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4 \W. LaSalle Ave.
Barron, Wl 54812-1307

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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You can now sign—up for the Focus newsletter,
LutherGram, Sunday School and Confirmation email
news and reminders online at our website!
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Worship Volunteers
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