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Holy Week Schedule

- Thursday, April 9 - Maundy Thursday
service at 12 noon and 6:15pm.

- Friday, April 10 - Good Friday Worship at
12 noon at First United Methodist Church.

- Saturday, April 11 - No evening worship
service.

Easter Sunday, April 12
e Sunrise Service - 6:30am
- Easter Breakfast - 7:30 - 8:15

- Easter Festival Worship Services 8:30 &
10:45am
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Focus at First - April 2009

Youth For Hire
Do you need a job done? Call on us. We
will help with yard work, child care,
cleaning, baking, singing, pet care and
more. Ask for David, Jennie, Dom, Helen,
Abby, Erika, Beth, Nate, Dylan, or Jace. We
want to attend the Youth Gathering in New
Orleans and will serve you to fund our way.

Contact: Karen Lettner 637-1061

We need YOU! No matter your age, WE
NEED YOU! We need musicians and

Q2 singers to help with the Easter Sunrise

4« service on April 12 at 6:30 a.m. We also
need others who are willing to help usher,
read, distribute communion, and help with

< the service in all ways. Come and find out
4« more information and help make this
service a blessing to us all.

Planning Session
Wednesday, April 1, 7:15 p.m.

Rehearsal
Friday, April 10, 1:15 p.m.

Holy Communion in Luther Hall
We are again having a service of Holy
Communion each month in the Centennial
Room off Luther Hall. The next service is
set for Tuesday, April 7, at 1:30 pm. We will
sing a few hymns, share Holy
Communion, and then have a time of
refreshments and fellowship.




HOLY WEEHK

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP,
April 10, 12:00 p.m. Barron United Methodist Church will be hosting the community this year as we
come together in Good Friday worship and gather around the cross that unites all denominations.

THERE WILL BE NO WORSHIP
service on Saturday, April 11.

# Faster ¥

COME TO THE EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES
on Sunday, April 12th.

THE SUNRISE SERVICE
begins at 6:30 a.m. and will be led by the Youth and Young at Heart with help from Rod Nordby,
Mary Shearer, and Pastor Lisa.

THE EASTER FESTIVAL WORSHIP SERVICES
are at 8:30 and 10:45 a.m. and will include music by our Senior Choir.

THE “HALLEUJAH CHORUS”
It is an Easter tradition at First Lutheran for the Senior Choir to sing Handel’s “Hallelujah
Chorus” at the 8:30 & 10:45 worship services. If you know of someone who might like to sing,
please tell him/her.

EASTER BREAKFAST
will be served by the National Youth Gathering participants and their families in the
Celebration Room from 7:30-8:15 a.m.

A free-will offering will be received to cover the cost of the breakfast and to help with the expenses
for the National Youth Gathering; July 20-24, 2009.
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A note from Pastor Beyer:

My “Lead Article “this month is a repeat of
what | wrote for the Annual Report of the
Congregation. It was suggested that because
only a small part of the congregation read the

Annual Report, | submit it again. More Than Survivors!

Dear Friends in Christ:

After existing many years as a mission station, on March 29, 1884, ten families organized
what is now known as First Lutheran Church of Barron, Wisconsin.

On April 26, 2009, we will celebrate the 125th Anniversary of our congregation, thank
God for all the blessings received over the years, and dedicate ourselves to marching into
the future fully committed to continuing the work God is calling us to do.

As we face the challenges that come with an economy in deep recession, we will remem-
ber that with God all things are possible. If we trust in the Lord, work together, and make some
major sacrifices, we will have the resources and the resolve to live in the spirit of our congrega-
tion’s mission statement.

Being called by God through Baptism and strengthened
by Word and Sacrament of our Lord’s Table, God guides
First Lutheran Church to teach, preach, live, and spread
the Word of God.

Previous generations may not have had this mission statement, but they had the same call-
ing and did the same work. They showed us how to be God’s faithful servant people in our day
and age. They taught us this valuable lesson: the church of Jesus Christ will survive in tough
times.

First Lutheran Church survived the hardships of World War I.

First Lutheran Church survived the economic devastation of the
Great Depression.

First Lutheran Church survived the great losses of World War I1.

First Lutheran Church survived the tensions of the Vietnam era.

Our congregation and its ministry more than survived during these challenging chapters of
our history. We prospered! We thrived! We grew in our ministry!

We now enter our anniversary year with the same spirit. We will continue the work God has
given us to do. We will find new ways to spread God’s love with our community and the world. We
will work together, worship together, pray together, and grow in our faith together. We will trust in
the Lord in tough times. We will make genuine sacrifices to advance the ministry of our congrega-
tion. By the grace of God and through the power of the Holy Spirit we will keep alive the dream of
those ten founding families. We will be—

More Than Survivors!
Pastor Bruce W. Beyer

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
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L | REFLECTIONS FROM Pastor Lisa

On that Sunday morning, before the rest of the world was moving, the women made
their way to the tomb. They wanted to properly prepare Jesus’ body for burial.
There hadn’t been enough time on Friday, and Saturday was the Sabbath. Sunday
was their first opportunity to serve Jesus one last time. But a body in a tomb was
not what they found. There was no body, only an angel telling them that Jesus was
raised from the dead. The story seems too incredible to believe, but that story is the
foundation of our Christian faith. Many people have tried to discount the resurrec-
tion through the years. Here are some of the proposed explanations for the empty
tomb and the evidence against them (From the Life Application Bible). May these
thoughts strengthen your confidence in the truth of the resurrection.

See you in church!
Pastor Lisa

JESUS WAS ONLY UNCONSCIOUS AND LATER REVIVED

- A Roman soldier told Pilate that Jesus was dead (Mark 15:44, 45). If caught in a lie, that Roman
soldier would be executed, so it is extremely unlikely that he lied.

- The Roman soldiers did not break Jesus’ legs because he had already died, and one of them
pierced Jesus’ side with a spear (John 19:32-33). A Roman soldier would not disobey, again on
threat of death. The fact that “water and blood” came out of Jesus side when his heart was
pierced indicates that the blood and serum has separated — a sign that death had occurred.

- Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus wrapped Jesus’ body and placed it in the tomb (John
19:38-40). In the process of wrapping Jesus’ body with the spices, they surely would have no-
ticed if there were any signs of life.

THE WOMEN MADE A MISTAKE AND WENT TO THE WRONG TOMB

- Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw Jesus placed in the tomb (Matt 27:59-61;
Mark 15:47; Luke 25:55). You don't forget things like where someone is buried, especially if it is
someone you love dearly.

- On Sunday morning Peter and John also went to the same tomb (John 20:3-9).

UNKNOWN THIEVES STOLE JESUS’ BODY

- The tomb was sealed and guarded by the temple police and probably Roman soldiers too (Matt
27:65, 66). A Roman soldier would not leave his post. The temple police would not leave either.
How could a thief get in??

THE DISCIPLES STOLE THE BODY

- The disciples were all ready to die for their faith (Acts 12:2). Stealing Jesus’ body would have
been admitting that their faith was meaningless. Also, no one dies for something they know to be
alie.

- The tomb was guarded and sealed (Matt 27:66). Again, how could they have gotten in?

THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS STOLE JESUS’ BODY TO SECURE IT
- If the religious leaders had taken Jesus’ body, they would have produced it to stop the rumors of
his resurrection.
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The BACC Concert Series and the
Barron Clergy Association

Present:

Sunday, May 3

S te V’e H l Two Shows!

e, | 3:00 p.m.
and

7:00 p.m.

Great sounding, passionate, familiar music played from the heart!

Steve Hall will perform secular and sacred favorites on the beautiful Yamaha
semi-grand piano at the BACC. Steve's vast reperitoire includes music from
Broadway, popular music, inspirational and classical music. More
information about Steve Hall can be found at www.stevehall.com

Concert, Spaghetti Supper, and Silent Auction to benefit the

Barron Food Pantry and Thrift Shop Building Fund.

Concert - all tickets $12.00 Spaghetti Supper - all tickets $6.00
Concert at the BACC theater Supper from 5-6:30 at the High School

Tickets available at: Sterling Bank, First National Bank,
WESTconsin Credit Union, Bank Mutual and local churches.
Also at the BACC 715-537-6666 Donations will also be accepted.

WJIMC BACC 800 Memorial Drive, Barron, WI
AM 1240 www.thebacc.com
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Dear Friends of First

J-JJJ‘ Lutheran:

In this small addition to§

J] - “Focus”, I'd like to inform
1 J‘J you of our endeavor to form:
: ' a special program for the
: 125" Anniversary. At both:
:services we will sing “How Lovely Is Thy:
: Dwelling Place”, by Johannes Brahms. Sally :
:Ellison has composed a beautiful hymn to':
: celebrate the anniversary. All singers are§
:invited to participate in the choir; but you will :

:need to attend at least two rehearsals to feel} 3 Join us again, on

gsecure in your part. We of the choir will beg : Tuesday, April 28th,

:overjoyed to celebrate with you, and praise: : from 6:30 —- 8:30 p.m.

gall the saints of the First Lutheran Family. < in the Centennial Room

: ) P for our second "Needle 3
D.J. Midboe ; Night" at First. Bring any ;

stitchery, knitting, or
crocheting project/s
you're currently working
: on, or bring some
Correction: Please note that the time needles and yarn and learn to knit, or come and
on the April calendar for the Sunrise = borrow some needles and yarn and learn to knit.
Easter Worship service is in error.
The actual time for the Easter Sunrise
Service is 6:30a.m. However, if you
would like to come early and help with
setting up for the Easter Breakfast at
7:00am, your help will be greatly
appreciated.

Save the Date and Participate!!
Pieces of Luther Park
Wednesday, May 27

4:00-8:00

‘ Trinity Lutheran Church, Eau Claire

All ages are invited to join us for a fun-filled evening enjoying “pieces” of Luther Park! There will be

food (including pie and ice cream), crafts, tie-dying, games, camp songs, worship, bake sale, and silent

auction.

The 9 ELCA churches in Eau Claire are sponsoring and participating in this fun-filled evening. If you’d
like to help or donate to this event, please contact Brenda Thalacker at 579-3999 or email at

cetinec@hotmail.com. Proceeds will be used for Luther Park debt reduction.
*This is a Thrivent Financials for Lutherans supported event**
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Members Present:
Julie Hallberg, Ardis Ress, Gayle Larson, Wendell
McDonough, Terry Jergenson, Julie Malone, Clarice Fall,
Jason Erb, Pastor Bruce Beyer, Barb Swant, Keith Kolpack,
Carolyn Verhulst, Pastor Lisa Shank, Rod Wiemeri, Nancy
Krahenbuhl, Carla Nordby
Members Excused:
Lissette Ritchie, Michelle Davis
Meeting Call to Order:
6:55 PM by council president, Rod Wiemeri
Devotions:
Clarice Fall
Secretary’s Report:
Motion to approve the January secretary’s report by Clarice
Fall.
Seconded by Wendell McDonough.
Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report:
The treasurer’s report was given by Jason Erb. We are
currently 126.9% ahead of budget — this looks good but it is too
early to tell. We received paid up pledges in January which is
not uncommon. Expenses are close to budget, but the January
fuel bill was the highest ever. Debt repayment of $29,000 was
paid to Sterling Bank at year end putting us about where we
were last year on loan balances.
Motion to approve the treasurer’s report by Terry Jergenson.
Seconded by Gayle Larson.

Motion carried
Old Business:
None
New Business:
A Council Leadership Training Workshop is scheduled for
March 14, 2009 at Hayward from 8:30AM - 1:00PM. Five
council members signed up to attend.

Church Council Member Installation is set for March 15, 2009
at 8:30 AM service.

Committee Reports:

Vision Team — Rob Davis has resigned a chair of Vision Team.
Carolyn Verhulst and Sally Ellison will team-up to regroup.

BeFrienders — As of the end of February - 224 visits made
approx. 400 church members

Installation/commissioning of BeFrienders will be March 8,
2009 at 8:30 AM service.

Multi Media — Worship and Music committee will “oversee”
the Multi Media Committee They will proceed with fundraising
and a Newsletter Article.

Anniversary Update — Mugs have been designed by Terry
Miller with a church picture and the anniversary date on the
mug. Bookmarker type ribbons will be ordered. A banner will
be designed for the church bell tower. R Country Gals will
entertain. Cake will be served. Former pastors, interim pastors
and internship pastors were sent letters of invitation last week.

Committee at work: Evelyn Peterson/historian, Sally Ellison/
music, Dave Midboe/anniversary choir, Kolleen Forsman/
church banner

Education Committee — The Education Committee would like
to request a checking account for VVacation Bible School/
Sunday School with Heidi Verhulst and Bonnie Hilbert as
signers for the account. All purchases must have receipts and
be returned to the Education Director.

Motion to approve the opening of a checking account by Barb
Swant

Seconded by Keith Kolpack.

Motion carried.

Other Committee Item:

Council Representatives for the following committees are:
Education — Carla Nordby, Carolyn Verhulst

Finance — Jason Erb, Rod Wiemeri

Lay Ministry — Terry Jergenson

Outreach — Julie Malone

Property — Keith Kolpack

Public Relations — Julie Hallberg

Social Concerns — Ardis Ress

Stewardship — Gayle Larson, Nancy Krahenbuhl

Worship and Music — Clarice Fall

Youth — Lissette Ritchie

WELCA - Barb Swant, Michelle Davis

Personnel — Clarice Fall, Rod Wiemeri, Keith Kolpack
Trust Fund Transfers:

None

Pastor Beyer’s Report:

Time and Talent sheets have been tabulated and name lists
were distributed to the appropriate committees.

Kristin Verhulst requested transfer out on 1/26/009.

Motion to approve transfer out by Jason Erb.

Seconded by Clarice Fall.

Motion carried.

Pastor Lisa’s Report:

Mardi Gras Breakfast Buffet February 24, 2009 at The County
Seat from 7:00 AM - 10:30 AM for $6.00. Proceeds benefit
the Barron Food Pantry.

Steve Hall will present a piano concert May 3, 2009 as a
Fundraiser for the Anniversary Celebration. Mark Pedersen is
organizing.

The Malawi Summit will take place Sunday, February 21 at
First Lutheran.

President’s Report:

Good things come in numbers and our focus will be to work on
the strength of each committee.

July 1% — committee changes will take place.

Vice President Report:

None

Other Business:

World Day of Prayer is March 6, 2009 at 1:30 PM Barron
Methodist Church

Adjourn:

Motion to adjourn by Julie Hallberg.

Seconded by Carolyn Verhulst.

Close with Lord’s Prayer.




Thank you for the love and support you
showed to me when my Aunt Arline
died. She was a special lady in my life
and will be greatly missed. Your caring
words and cards have been helpful.
Thank you.

Sales at the store are absolutely
booming. Thank You!! More
volunteers are still needed to
keep the Cupboard and Closet
staffed and running well. Please
call Jay Keppen at 637-5797 or
Lynne Hanse at 637-5151.

Donations of food, clothing and household items are
gladly accepted. Bigger items such as appliances and
furniture will also be accepted. If you have questions,
please call the Cupboard and Closet at 637-3499,
Monday—~Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday from
9 a.m. to noon. Thank you for your support of the BACA
and its ministry in the Barron community.

J983d3J3434343034343434343434343 43434343 034343430343434343 4333
BROADWAY IN THE AFTERNOON

A special treat is being arranged for you. A recital by David Midboe. He will sing us through a
brief history of Broadway musicals on Saturday, May 16th at 1:30.. This is being done as a benefit for
our local Food Pantry.

Are you willing to support him in this endeavor? He will sing ten of your favorite Broadway
melodies. How much are you willing to pledge per song? You do NOT need to attend to participate!

For further information, phone Roger Jones @ 637-5762
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Sunday School & Youth Activities

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEwWS FROM BONNIE:

» THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL ON EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12. PLEASE WORSHIP WITH
YOUR FAMILY.

» THERE WILL BE A THANK YOU BRUNCH FOR OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS ON APRIL 26TH
AT 7:45 - 8:30.

« THE 5TH GRADE CLASS AND PARENTS WILL HAVE THEIR FINAL HOLY COMMUNION CLASS ON
SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH AT 9:40 AM. THEY WILL THEN CELEBRATE COMMUNION AT THE 10:45
WORSHIP SERVICE AS WELL AS RECEIVE THEIR RED BIBLES FROM THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH.

e THE LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL IS MAY 17TH.

«  MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FIRST LUTHERAN VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JuULY 20TH
THROUGH 24TH. WATCH FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

SWYG is meeting on Wednesday, April 8" at 4:00pm
for worship followed by a meal, fun and fellowship.

Our Senior High Youth Group has been
busy planning their Second Annual
SHY Gfest, taking place on Saturday,
April 25th, 7:00pm at the Barron High

9 School. They have musical groups

Agape and Jeremy Sanoski Band lined
up to entertain with Christian music and
hope to have a fun-filled and spiritually
enriching evening with friends from

Barron as well as other youth groups
from around the synod area.

Please come and join our youth celebrate
Christ’s love.

is meeting this month on...
Wednesdays, April 1, 8 & 22 @ 5:00pm
We are serving coffee between services on April 5th,

Serving breakfast after the Easter Sunrise Service
And selling cinnamon rolls on April 19th.
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