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    Baptism Class: 
Fourth Graders and Parents:  
The Pastors will again this year 
be teaching the fourth graders 
and parents about the 
Sacrament of  Holy Baptism.  
The two sessions are Sundays, 
February 8th and 15th at 9:40 
a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
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Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 25h, 
with services at 12 noon and 6:15pm.  Each 
week there will be a children’s time.  For the 
middle Wednesdays of Lent we will again be 
using Holden Evening Prayer.  The schedule of 
services follows: 
 

• Ash Wednesday, �������� 25: �������������	
����������
����������	�
	���
�	���	����	���������		

“Words of Our Faith—Repentance and 
Forgiveness” 

• Wednesday, March 4: 12 noon & 6:15 pm. 
 “Words of Our Faith—Grace and Mercy” 

•  Wednesday, March 11: 12 noon & 6:15 pm.  
 “Words of Our Faith—Justification ” 

•   Wednesday, March 18: 12 noon & 6:15 pm.   
“Words of Our Faith—Sanctification” 

•  Wednesday, Mar 25:: 12 noon & 6:15 pm.  
 “Words of Our Faith—Redeemer and Savior” 

•  Wednesday, April 1: 12 noon & 6:15 pm.  
 “Words of Our Faith—Kingdom of God” 

•  Thursday, April 9: 12 noon & 6:15 pm.  
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion 
“Words of Our Faith—Servant hood” 

 

See the March FOCUS for our Good Friday and 
Easter schedule. 
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Baptism Class 
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On Wednesday, February 25, we will begin the season of Lent.  Lent is traditionally a very somber 
season.  We focus on our sinfulness and the cross of Christ.  Take a look at the things we will be 
confessing on Ash Wednesday. 
 
• We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

• We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the 
mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

• Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we 
confess to you. 

• Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you. 

• Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we con-
fess to you. 

• Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we con-
fess to you. 

• Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and 
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

• Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, 
we confess to you. 

 
It’s very clear that none of us perfectly live the Christian life.  As hard as we may try to live the 
perfect life, our human nature often leads us down the wrong road.  It’s good to take some time to 
remember why Jesus came and why he died.  It can be very sobering to think that Jesus died be-
cause of our actions, or inactions.  Thank God for the gift of Jesus Christ!!  Praise God for the gift 
of forgiveness!!  Absolutely ALL of our sins were paid for on that cross.  Because of Jesus we can 
have peace in knowing that God does not hold our wrongs against us.  Because of Jesus we can 
know the depth of God’s love for us (and that means ALL of us without exception).  Because of 
Jesus, we can have the hope that there is life for us after we take our last breath on this earth.  As 
we begin the somber season of Lent, may we also be filled with gratitude and joy – Jesus loves 
us!! 
 
See you in church! 
Pastor Lisa 

REFLECTIONS FROM Pastor Lisa 

 

FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEER SEMI-ANNUAL meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 10th @ 9am at First Lutheran Church. That is when Lynne Hanse and 
the volunteers discuss current issues, concerns, new procedures, etc. regarding 
the Food Pantry. The new church volunteer schedule for March 09-August 09 is 
also distributed at that time.   
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!! Attend 
a Malawi Summit!!! Our church 
will be hosting the Malawi Summit 
on February 22, 3-5 pm with a 
light supper to follow. Anyone with 
an interest in Malawi is welcome 
to attend. We will be taking this 
time to look back at our compan-

ion synod relationship with the Evangelical  
Lutheran Church in Malawi, look at what is hap-
pening now, and look to where we hope to go in 
the future. As a special bonus, the Companion 
Coordinator for the ELCM, Mphatso Thole, will be 
here. If you would like more information or have 
any questions, please email dkaufmann@nws.org 
or call 715-579-1731. 

HOLY COMMUNION IN LUTHER HALL: Every is welcome to attend the service of 
Holy Communion each month in Luther Hall. Just think, there will be no steps 
to climb and no ramp to walk up! Mark your calendars as the next service is set 
for Tuesday, February 3, 2009, at 1:30 pm. We will sing a few hymns and 
share Holy Communion; afterwards, please stay and join us for refreshments 
and fellowship. 

Our financial leaders are frequently asked, “What 
is the Initial Offering envelope in our offering 
envelope packet? How much should we put in 
it?” The Initial Offering helps to pay for the 
packets each year. It helps us get the year off to 
a good start. It is suggested that we contribute 

“Pennies for Planting” 
 
As the Lenten season  
approaches, the Social  
Concerns committee is 
busy planning how we can 
raise money for “food 
security” for our brothers 
and sisters in Malawi. This 
past year the harvest was  
successful for the people 

of Malawi, Africa. However, they have seen 
an increase in refugees from neighboring 
countries due to the cholera outbreak in 
Zimbabwe and civil unrest in areas north of 
them. They have used up their resources 
and the planting season is to begin soon. 
They are in need of more seed, fertilizer and 
equipment to help them grow their own food. 
The feeding stations for the orphans and 
disabled continue to need our support also. 
 
Maize or corn is the main crop that is grown 
in Malawi. We can help by giving our 
“pennies” for seed to assist them in their ef                       
forts to sustain themselves and their families 
by planting their own crop. Be watching for 
the display in Luther Hall and information in 
the bulletins during the Lenten season. Let 
us be mindful of our many blessings God 
has given us and share them with those in 
need. 
 
 - The Social Concerns Committee 

BeFriender Update 
 

The BeFrienders need YOUR help.  
In the course of calling members to 
set up appointments, we have dis-
covered that the church does not 
have current phone numbers for a lot 
of our members.  Many of you have 
moved and changed numbers.  

Many of you have switched to cell phones instead of 
land lines.  We dearly want to meet with you, but we 
can’t call you.  PLEASE help us.  If you have moved 
or changed phone numbers within the last few years, 
call the church office (537-3575) with those updates.  
THANK YOU for your help.  We hope to be calling 
you soon. 
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A Message From Bishop Duane Pederson 
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Hello ladies!  As many of you may know, 
the annual meeting of our congregation is 
coming up.  We had many opportunities 
for fellowship together and witnessing our 
faith through our missions with our 

congregation, community and world this past year.  
As the annual report shows, last year was a 
financially sound one for our group.  We were able 
to help with many, many projects and almost $5000 
in monetary funds and yet end the year with more 
in the bank than we had in the previous year.  
Thank you for your generosity!  We ask that you 
help again this year as the need continues – and 
has grown greater in many ways.  And remember, 
it’s not just the monetary generosity that we need 
from you – it’s your time, energy and talents that 
allow us to do the important work that we do! 
     Our program agenda for February brings Ruth 
Anderson back for her presentation on “Pan Pipes 
and Pipe Organs.  Join us on the 4th  at 1:30pm for 
this musical meeting!   
 

      -Michelle Davis, President 
  

ALL ABOARD!!! A bus trip to 
see “Church Basement 
Ladies 2: A Second 
Helping” is being planned 
for Saturday, April 4th. The 
coach bus will leave the west parking lot at First 
Lutheran Church in Barron at 8:45am and return 
approximately at 7:30pm. The cost for the day is 
$46.00 and it includes coach bus transportation, 
two hours of shopping time, and the cost of 
admission to the play. Travelers will pay for their 
own lunches at a Twin Cities Old Country Buffet 
restaurant on the day of the trip. 48 people need to 
be registered by Thursday, March 5th, for this 
trip to happen. For more information, contact Lynn 
Kolpack at 637-5986, kolbarwi@chibardun.net, or 
check the bulletin board in Luther Hall for a 
registration form to take home and mail in. 
 
 

 

  In February we are taken 
through to the end of Epiphany 

to Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. 
There are so many interesting articles in Lutheran 
Woman Today and I learn a lot with each issue. 
The ELCA sponsors 272 missionaries and we 
Women of First Lutheran help sponsor Karen 
Ressel, missionary in Uganda. Please check the 
pages in Lutheran Woman Today  about our gifts at 
work, Bold Women’s Day 
February 22, 2009 and “In the Fire With Us.” 
     Our Bible Study this month is the last one in 
Daniel continuing the Hidden Hand of God wisdom 
story. Our theme verse this month is  
Daniel 6:26 and our hymn is “O God our Help in 
Ages Past.” This is the time Daniel was thrown to 
the lions. The study closes with a beautiful  
closing prayer.  Remember that there is a copy of  
Lutheran Woman Today  in the library. 

 

 The envelopes inserted 
in the Focus are for your gifts 
to the Annual Fund Raiser of 
W/ELCA. All of the funds 

received will go towards the missions we support 
and various services W/ELCA performs within our 
own congregation. 
   Thank you so very much for supporting your 
Women of ELCA! 
       

 
MISSION GLOBAL:   
 

There is no news about the problem 
at Garoua Boulai Lutheran Hospital. 
All the workers have received  
no salaries for four months. 
Yesterday one worker, Mr. Elie, phoned to say 
many people in the town will gather to see the 
CNN broadcast of the inauguration of Mr. 
Obama as President of the USA. In the town 
some people have TV’s! The Solofus have a TV 
from another family so their house was packed 
for the time CNN was on the air 1/20/08. The 
malnourished children are fed from the milk and 
food that First Lutheran has given money for. 
 
 - Lorraine Haugen, Mission Global 
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February 1, 2009  
Elizabeth Marquardt – Children and the Painful Cons e-
quences of Divorce  
Mark 10:2-12  
It is not uncommon to hear divorced couples speaking admi-
rably of their children’s resilience in coping with their own 
separate lives. Whether it is over confidence, guilt, or a de-
sire to believe that one’s own kids are exceptional in this 
regard, we cannot know the different forces that guide par-
ents to speak like this, but author Elizabeth Marquardt  calls 
much of it “happy talk” – talk that denies the very painful 
consequences that go with every divorce. Host Peter Marty 
reflects on the spiritual side of this pain.  
 
February 8, 2009 
Tom Stoner – Sacred Green Spaces 
Revelation 4:11 
Tom Stoner  and his wife Kitty do interesting work. They 
head up a foundation that commits dollars and energy to 
creating sacred green spaces. Many of these spaces take 
shape in urban landscapes where vacant lots get reclaimed, 
drug addicts get moved along, and plants, trees, and water 
replace concrete rubble. They are spiritually driven people 
who feel a priority in helping others center their lives in God. 
It’s quite a story of peace, hope, and civic commitment. 
 
February 15, 2009  
Terence Fretheim – God’s Forever Promises to Abraha m 
Genesis 12:1-9 
In a world fractured by religious wars, Abraham could be 
something of a unifying figure. He is central to the world’s 
three major religions, a defining player in Islam, Judaism, 
and Christianity. Twelve million Jews, at least 1 billion Mus-
lims, and 2 billion Christians position the roots of their faith 
around his name. So who was Abraham? What exactly con-
stituted his relationship with God? What were God’s prom-
ises to Abraham all about? Old Testament scholar Terry 
Fretheim  is special guest on this edition of Grace Matters. 
 
February 22, 2009 
Christine Grumm – A Hard Look at Poverty for Women  
The Book of Ruth 
Christine Grumm  is president and CEO of the Women's 
Funding Network, more than 130 organizations devoted to 
assisting women around the globe. She is a change agent 
who goes after critical areas of need from combating poverty 
to achieving advances in health care, education and human 
rights. Host Peter Marty talks with Christine about the state 
of women in the world today, and why women bear the brunt 
of poverty in most nations. 
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   The Anatomy of Grace by Peter 
Marty is the most recent acquisition 
to our church library. Do take time to 
read it. 
   Peter Marty is a pastor and host of Grace 
Matters.  
   Do you think of Grace as a church-y word? 
Amazing Grace is a favorite song of many. In 
Sunday School we learned it is unmerited love of 
God toward us. 
   In Marty’s book, Grace permeates the 52 
essays, each two pages in length. It could be a 
quick read or a time to pause and reflect on 
everyday life filled with Grace. 
   Note: add The Anatomy of Grace to your New 
Year’s resolutions. 
                              - Library Committee 
 
 
WE’RE HAVING A PARTY!!!  On Sunday, April 
26th, we will be celebrating the 125th 
Anniversary of First Lutheran Church. At the 
Annual Meeting on January 25th, we committed 
ourselves to raising the $2000.00 that may be 
needed for the celebration. The challenge is out! 
We need your gifts both small and large to reach 
the $2000.00 figure. Consider a gift of $125.00—
one dollar for each of the 125 years God has 
blessed the ministry of our congregation. On your 
checks please indicate that the money is for the 
125th Anniversary of our congregation. 

QUILTERS NEED YOUR HELP! We 
are in need of fabric! This would 
be a good time to clear our your 
unused fabrics, linens, etc. that 
are just taking up space in your 
closet. Please label your dona-

tions “for quilting” and you may leave them in 
the church office. 


