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The Annual Meeting of First Lutheran Church
will be Sunday, January 25, 2009 at 12:00 noon.

The due date for committee reports for the
Annual Meeting is Wednesday, January 14th.
Thank you in advance for your help with this due

date!
0’. ‘
L4
IHANKS
FOR, YOUR, HELP!
Offering Your 2009 offering envelopes are

Evnvelope

Please help save on postage fees
by picking up your envelopes as
soon as possible.

= FIRST GRADERS & PARENTS:

ready to be picked up in Luther Hall.
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Holy Communion in Luther Hall
We will again be having a service of
Holy Communion each month in
Luther Hall. No steps, no ramp! The
first service is set for Tuesday,
January 6, at 1:30pm. We will sing a
few hymns, share Holy Communion,
and then have a time of refresh-
ments and fellowship.
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Lommumon

2008 was the 15th year for
| “Gift From the Heart”. It
I was a record year with 435
74 children (172 families) given
> gifts. It could not have been
| done without the support of
| all of you. You may have
' sponsored hearts, given
financial support, or worked
hours and hours. We are most apprecia-
tive. Thank you and God Bless you.

The “Gift From the Heart”
Committee.
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L | REFLECTIONS FROM Pastor Lisa

| received the following devotional in November and thought it was a good reflection piece as
we end one year and begin the next. Blessings to you all in this New Year — blessings of
love, peace, joy and hope.

See you in church!
Pastor Lisa
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Minutes of the Congregational Council
November 17, 2008

Members Present: Clarice Fall, Ardis Ress, Michelle
Davis, Pastor Bruce Beyer, Terry Jergenson, Cathy Anderson,
Barb Swant, Judy Amundson, Carla Nordby,

Rod Wiemeri, Pastor Lisa Shank, George Unteriner,

Jason Erb Also Present: Joe Johnson

Excused Absence: Marvin Organ, Lissette Ritchie

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by the council

president, Clarice Fall. Devotions were given by Carla

Nordby.

A motion to approve the secretary’s report with corrections

was made by Carla Nordby. The motion was seconded by

Ardis Ress. The motion carried.

The treasurer’s report was given by Joe Johnson. The

memorial money currently held in the general fund will be

transferred to the appropriate trust fund at the end of October.

This has typically been done on December 31 in the past.

This should help to smooth out “expenses” at the end of the

year. We are reminded that sources of memorials should be

sent through the financial secretary so that the donor can get
proper credit for their various needs, such as taxes, etc.

A discussion was held regarding the listing of assets for each

committee for insurance purposes. It was agreed that the

current lists should be updated. The property committee will
be asked to follow up.

The treasurer’s report was placed on record as presented.

Old Business: None

New business:

A motion was made by Gayle Larson to approve Patricia

Lehner as Parish Secretary. The motion was seconded by

Barb Swant. The motion carried unanimously.

Patricia will begin her new job duties on December 1, 2008.

Her hours will be Monday through Thursday from 8 AM-4PM

with ¥z hour for lunch.

This will remain a 30 hour per week position.

Committee Reports:

e Vision Team-there was no current update.

e BeFrienders-There have been over 164 visits to members
made. The training of the 5 new BeFrienders has been
completed. They include: Bob and Pam Oman, Nan
Carlson and Ron and Jan Barrett.

e Multi-Media Committee —Lisa Schultz has talked to the
previous committee members. Their first project was to
talk to the organ tuner. He does not feel the screen will
affect the sound of the organ. The committee will be
putting together a concrete proposal for the congregation
soon.

e Outreach Committee-The committee is considering a
Christian pianist concert the first weekend in May. This
would be a fundraiser for the Barron Area Clergy
Association.

e WELCA-The December meeting will include a display of
some the 500 Nativity sets that Carolyn Wicheract from
Willmar, MN has.

e Worship and Music Committee-will be moving the coffee
hour between services to the Celebration Room. This is
an attempt to bridge the upstairs/downstairs gap. This will
provide tables and easier access to the coffee and kitchen

for the servers. The Servers will be notified. All of Advent
will be served there with the exception of December 14.
Trust Fund Transfers: None
Pastor Beyer’s Report:
A motion was made by Jason Erb and seconded by Terry
Jergenson to accept the following membership changes:
New members: Allen and Judy Becker
Transfers out: Kendra Wettig and children-Gavin and Grant
to Appleton, Cindy Lawrie — Living Waters in Cameron
The motion carried.

e Perthe Congregation’s Constitution during the November
Council Meeting the request that the Nominating
Committee to convene is made. This committee is to
consist of 3 members elected at the annual meeting along
with 2 outgoing council members. The 2 outgoing council
members to serve on this committee will be Judy
Amundson and Cathy Anderson. Mary Sheerer is
checking the annual meeting minutes to determine if the
other 3 members were elected at last year's annual
meeting. If not, Terry Jergenson made a motion to have
Clarice Fall appoint the other 3 members. Barb Swant
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

e On February 22, 2009 the Synod has asked to use our
church for the hosting of the Synod’s Malawi Summit.
This will be approximately 100 people.

- On April 26, 2009 our Church will be celebrating our 125™
Anniversary. The Assistant to the Bishop will be giving the
sermon on that day. A committee has been formed to
make the plans for the celebration.

e Pastor Beyer has been requested to draft a letter to send
to the congregation regarding their commitment to the
financial needs of our church.

e Judy Amundson made a motion to hold the Annual
Meeting on January 25, 2009 at noon. The motion was
seconded by Carla Nordby. The motion carried.

Pastor Shank’s report:

e There is one BeFriender class left and then the 5 new
members will be fully trained.

e The closing on the thrift store and food pantry took place
as planned. There is approximately $40,000 to fund yet.
The new name for the store is the “Cupboard and Closet”.
They are in need of volunteers to operate the store the
hours that they would like to be open. The food pantry is
operating and did not close during the move from one
building to another.

e The 125" Anniversary committee met. Former pastors will
be invited to attend the celebration. Some possibilities
being discussed for the celebration include: a
commemorative plate, a concert, a dinner and possible
SHYG Fest the night before.

President’s Report:

Charitable Gifting Initiative-the first meeting was held. They
stressed that the participants come to the meetings when they
can. The next meeting is December 2 and 3 in Rice Lake.
The third session is January 13 and 14 in Rice Lake.

Jason Erb made a motion to adjourn the meeting and
seconded by Gayle Larson. The motion carried.

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer
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Youth & Sunday School Activities

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS FROM BONNIE:

Thank you to all the Sunday school children and their parents
for making our Christmas project "Gift from the Heart" a big suc-
cess again this year

Thank you very much to Agnes & Dale Prine for their gift of money for the children’s treat
bags at Christmas. The kids really loved them.

The pastors will be teaching an Introduction to Worship class for first graders and their par-
ents. There will be two sessions that will take place of the regular Sunday School hour for first
graders on January 11th and 18th at 9:40 am.

Mark your calendars: The 4th graders and parents will be having Baptism class with the
pastors on Feb. 8th and 15th at 9:40.

Meet with us January 14" at 5:30pm for S.W.Y.G.! All middle school youth are re-
quired to attend as part of their confirmation activities. Plan on joining us for a meal
and a trip to the Humane Society, along with fellowship and fun!

Senior High Youth Group Activities!

SHYG will be meeting on Wednesday, January 14 at 6:00pm. We will be having tacos,

playing games and making plans for SHYGfest 2009. The Youth Committee has begun
making plans, but this is a YOUTH activity. We need youthful perspective and participa-
tion. Come and be a part of what can be a wonderful experience. Together, let's make it
bigger and better than last year!

National Youth Gathering: Parents and youth participating in the 2009 National Youth
Gathering in New Orleans will be having a meeting between services on Sunday,
February 1st. Please come prepared with any questions you may have and fundraising

ideas.
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- = o = oo Barron Area Clergy Association Update

9" ‘ {,‘H . The Cupboard and Closet is up and running!!!

Thanks to all who helped with the move, the food pantry ministry never lost
a day of operation throughout the move and setup. The dedication and
1 ? blessing service happened on November 19, just before our community
Thanksgiving Service at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. The thrift store
ministry is now open extended hours as of December 1. God has blessed
greatly, but we still need your help in a variety of ways.

nations of cash and food items.

We are also seeing an increase in the numbers of persons using the thrift
store. Donations of clean, good condition clothing and household items
would be much appreciated.

We also have a need for additional volunteers for both the food pantry and
thrift store ministries. If you can help, please call Lynne Hanse at 637-5151,

or Jay Keppen at 637-5797.

We also still have a need for additional funding for the purchase of the build- ﬁ
ing. Depending on the final costs for the required remodeling, we still need
between $30,000 and $40,000 to completely pay for the building.

The holidays have been a very demanding time for food. We need your do-

ANK YOU for all you have already done to help with this important ministry in

our community. You are the reason we have gotten this far, and You are the reason we exist. Any
checks for monetary donations for food or the building can be made out to “Barron Area Clergy Asso-
ciation” or “BACA”. Please indicate on the memo line where you would like it applied — food pantry or

bui

Iding.
THANK YOU for all your gifts of time, food, clothing, household items, and money. Most of all,
THANK YOU for your prayers!

BeFriender Ministry Update

In January, the BeFrienders will resume the Every Member Visitation
that has been commissioned by the Church Council. This is a very
unique use of the BeFrienders; however, it fits very well because we
have all been trained to listen. With the permission of the person(s)
being visited, the information shared in the visit is being forwarded to
the Vision Team without indication of the person’s identity. The Vision
Team, in conjunction with the Council and the various committees at

First, will use that information to improve the ministries we provide.
EEIFEIIESNPEB God has give_n_ \_/visdor_n to each of us, and the BeFrienders are grate-

ful to be the initial recipients of that wisdom from you the members of
A Listening Presence First. Thank You for sharing your thoughts, ideas, concerns, hopes
and dreams for First with us. If you have not yet been visited, please
be patient, we will soon be calling. When we call, please say “yes.”
We need every bit of wisdom God provides to do our best as a
congregation.
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THRIVENT TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES COMING UP IN 2009

The registration numbers below are as of December 17th
For further information & pre-registration, phone Roger Jones (637-5762).

THURSDAY, JANUARY 29TH

Unnecessary FARCE—a comedy at the Old Log Theater in Excelsior MN. Matinee &
lunch. There are 70 signed up. Factoring in the probability of cancellations, we need a
minimum of 100 to take buses.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH

Church Basement Ladies II—A Second Helping.

An encore performance—assuming there are enough to justify a bus. There are 32
signed up. With cancellations, we need at least 50.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18TH

The Thorn at North Heights Lutheran Church in Arden Hills MN.

A second bus is brable With cancellations, we need at least 100. At
present there are 71.

Get set for the trip on Wednesday, January 14th, to Eau Claire’s Fanny Hill
Dinner Theatre to see “Don’t Hug Me,” a laugh-until-you-cry musical
comedy by Phil Olson. We now have one bus filled and are working on a sec-
ond! Watch Sunday bulletins for the time (mid-morning) we will board a de-
luxe Blackhawk bus (equipped with a rest room).

N ~\ Once there we’ll be able to look around and enjoy their Christmas decorating
no" T I“'G ME they have left up for us. At noon we’ll be treated to a holiday turkey dinner,
C/Lridfmad C’am/ complete with dessert, followed by the play. The return to Barron will be
around 5:00.

The cost is $45, which includes the bus ride, dinner and play. For those signed up, we are asking
you send a check ASAP to Nancy Thompson at 1372—13th St Barron 54812-9045. (We have bills
to pay!) For further information and registrations, phone Nancy (637-3733). Tell your friends. Pick-up
stops will be made at First Lutheran, the Crossroads Café in Cameron and Chetek Lutheran.

We will also be collecting non-perishable food items for the Food Pantry that day. Suggestions:
paper products, laundry, dishwashing & bar soaps; personal-hygiene items such as toothpaste,
toothbrushes, shampoo, lotions & deodorants; baby diapers & wipes; dog & cat food.

All profits will be eligible for Thrivent matching funds for the “Cupboard & Closet,” the new used

clothing store and food pantry in the Clausen building. There was a generous advance gift of $250
given by the Barron Ecumenical Men’s Club.
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It’s Famlly ey Thank you , thank you,

thank you for the food \
BUNCO ‘ that you donate to the [} I
food pantry. Your continu-

N Ight| | S— @ ous support of the Barron

Area Food Pantry is es-

We’re hoping for a ﬂ pecially appreciated.
great BUNCO p
crowd in the Cele- = Lynne Hanse, Director

bration Room
from 6:30 p.m. — 7:45 p.m. on Sunday, January

18™! Older folks, younger folks, men, women,

couples, singles, parents, and any children who

are five years old or older are invited to come for a

wild hour of dice rolling, bell ringing, and BUNCO

yelling! Parents who bring children should I " $%$
plan to stay and play BUNCO with their chil- Y

dren. There will be prizes for high and low scores 070

and for the most BUNCOs. When the gang is ex-

hausted from their BUNCO efforts, everyone will

enjoy root beer floats.

We’d really like to see at least sixteen people

signed up to play BUNCO on January 18". The

more the merrier! The 1

BUNCO sign-up sheet is " #

on the bulletin board $% #
across from the church

office. In the event that

we end up with a small & " O*

crew of folks on the 18th, N _
we’ll play an alternative ’
game, but let’s really try (

to make BUNCO hap- k

pen on the 18". If you J

have any questions or if

you have any items at

home that you don’t need & ’ ¢ $D
and would like to donate ’ && Lo T
as game prizes---for children or adults---talk to $
Lynn Kolpack(637-5986) or Gabby Hanson(637-

Dear First Lutheran Nursery Volunteers,

We want to say thank you for taking such good care of us in the nursery at o

church this year. Our mommy says that she doesn’t know what she would do
without all of the nice people who volunteer to work in the nursery every
week. We think that our mommy is very happy when she knows that she has
help at church, and that makes us happy, too! Merry Christmas!

Love,

Johnny, Greta, and Drew Scheps
Focus at First - January 2009 8






