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WE LOVE FIRST BECAUSE
GOD FIRST LOVED US.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

2021
May

164a Facilities & Future Congregational Meeting

16& High School Graduate Recognition

June

Watch for VBS news including August dates

July
254a Duluth Mission Trip
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PRESIDENTE& POST

Greetings to all First Lutheran Family and Friends

Good Newsl!

Back in 1983, a Canadian singer, songwriter named Anne Murray released a song called
OA |little good newso6. Some of you may remember i
Grammy award. The refrain was as follows:

Nobody robbed a liquor store on the lower part of town,

Nobody ODdd, nobody burned a single building
Nobody fired a shot not in anger, nobody had to die in vain

We sure could use a little good news today.

Sadly, the words still are somewhat appropriate

But, guess what, there is GOOD NEWS!

He is Risen! He is risen indeed!!

Beautiful words we need to hear. Words we were able to share as a community of faith
Easter Sunday. Some of you entered our church building for the first time in over a year.

Thatds GOOD NEWS!! Many of you continue to view
platform continues to grow and we were so thankful for a very generous gift to upgrade
our technology equipment . Thatds GOOD NEWS!!

Many of our members are now fully vaccinated against Covid 19. This will enable us to
continue to open our church building more in the months to come, enabling our ministries
to get up and running again. That ds GOOD NEWS.

There is so much to be thankful for. We have a |
honored to be leading for the next year. Thank you all for your continued support in our

ministries. We all share in The GOOD NEWS of our risen
savior. He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!!

Hang in there. Love one anothe

Steve Haugen

Congregation Council President



FROM THE BISHOP

CrossesadWehbors e
Then Jesudiétakede ubemhfedlIrineMatstshemdl6: 24 b
Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod

My fri é&gndmoJnulhiaed dementia. Julie picked up that ¢
away. Paul was in second grade when he was diaghn
rest of I&si sdrluigf ea.ddETrcitciaon was a cross she and het
sobriety. They wd&rechddserosses they didn

Jesus carried his cross on the road to his cruci
Cyrene is fordedos® pmad kcampr Yyeistust he rest of the
reluctant cross bearer. MostGothaoesartheefveechanot
been dealt, and yetd wehocaseyt ohe@t opdasoWwWhedopdarr
weak to carry it themselves, but we are at ti mes
This month marks the one year anmievealslarcyarorfi etdh e
or another. For some it has been an inconvenienc
grief. Theologically there is no way to put a po
di@dnchoose. The strain of carrying this cross 1is
of it.

On Pal m/ Pas

(7))

ion Sunday and Good darrirceasy ,wd rarad ,d
wal k alongside him in the crowd as he carries h
ring Jesus straining under the weight of t
' [

wa

re
i

suf fe h
go, |l etting another carry it. Jesus knew pain n
Jesus himself was beaten, knew suffering and S
ground under the weight of his |l ove for wus.

As a church we invite others to walk in thé& way
choose for themselves. We invite others to walk
shoul der the burden and carry it all together. W
Cyrene.

Maybe that is what this past yeard halsomea.ubgten us ;
i sol ated, quarantihedakéuodbunotoagoegat Wensahor ¢

S

communiti e and the relationsihigasr rmy tdurotdvenr dred
the way of Jesus to@ethessksaobuhgodbul oneighbor

It is in the cross that Jesus carried and on whi
salvation.B&Thheol sghudbhet he Cross. I't is in the
together as we follow in the way of Jesus that w

Dear friends of the Northwest Synod of Wi sconsin
able to walk in the way of Jesus together. May vy
i ndeed.

Bi shop L aAunrd eer sSokno w



WORSHIP

This has been quite the year! This time last year we were figuring out how to effectively create engaging worship services
when we could not gather iperson. And now, we are at the opposite of that tasle are discerning how to have engaging
worship when we are gathered-person. Throughout our many discernment periods this past year your Church Council,
Worship and Music Committee, and Pastor Ron were and continue to be led by our guiding principles: 1) what is possible 2]
what is prudent 3) what is pastoral. These three guiding questions, along with the recommendations from the CDC and
Barron County Health, continue to help us discern what the best decisions are for our community. Below is the new worshi
plan that we have put together based on the guidance of sources named above as well as the recent survey where we had
approximately 90 responses, and our current volunteer capacities.

CHANGE IN WORSHIP SUMMARY

OQur worship service times wild/|l change o0back to normald
service. We will continue to livestream and radio broadcast our worship service as we have for many years prior to COVID.
The CDC recommends that it is safer to considgrerson gatherings when the viral transmission has a positive test less

than 10% and fewer than 10 cases per 100K. As-dfanid c h Barron Countyds numbers heaea
This does not mean there is no concern for transmmssior
continues to decrease as the number of those vaccinated continues to increase each week. With this guidance we will
continue to encourage masks, distancing, and limited capacity of the sanctuary.

Hone o these (et WORSHIP CAPACITY

Least right away) Filled to capacity
(every seat taken)

One quarter filled

e Our sanctuary capacity is about 250. Before the pandemic, our average worship
attendance at this time of year was about 120. The CDC guidelines siatarin
—meeawres  gatherings at 25% capacity, which puts us at abou75@eople. The survey

seats throughout

wemeemeyow ragpondents support a decision to have the sanctuary at half capacity or less. Because

s ot 7 our prepandemic numbers were at this threshold and our current worship attendance
P is well below this threshold, we will no longer have folks sigrto attend worship in
advance. Our wushers will be writing down everyoneds nar

worship attendance beginning to climb near the threshold capacity, we will add additional services.

MASK WEARING IS ENCOURAGED

1will not attend
worship if masks \

Mask wearing in public spaces is still strongly recommended by the CDC and Barron ( “/‘

Health. The survey supported a decision where the vast majority of those who respon ramscoten

fine if others

choose to do so

said they will wear a mask and almost half responded everyone to wear a mask. In itwearamas <

and am fine with

lamonly
comfortable if
masks are worn by

recognition that the mask mandate is e & sl | 5t
to replace orequired. 6 We continue to val
ourselves and our neighbors. Worshipers should wear a mas bobeit

others

In-person singing )
‘with no masks worn No \zlr erson
n

rasais. SINGING IN WORSHIP

Singing is considered to be a riskier activity as it increases the particulates in the air. Wearing
facemasks will help to mitigate that risk, but the risk of transmission still increases. However,

] with cases as low as they are in our county it was determined that the risk was at an acceptable
vt l evel . The survey supported a decision for
COMMUNION
We will return to weekly communion v i nu

Pre-wrapped cup
and wafer, received
in the pew

will come forward where Pastor or a server will distribute the bread and the winefji
will be offered in individual cups on trays. \. ety

pastor/server and
individual cup
received as I le...



MEMBERCARE

Greet.

ngs has now been over one year sin
sustained

hil

It

|t
peu d roan toifnes.elSome members wor ked r
ot

form w e hers, because of their vocati on
i ndefin el y.

Still others classified as essential workers
ri sk for contracting the virus and transmitdt
We are SLOWLY moving out of the shadows of t
scientists and infectious disease experts. A
on their age groupsdi giet aate tstee Ddhmd cfmEnls ¢ etr
Sunday, we are gat hhearlilneg utjoaghe!lt her agai n
Whil e we cel ebrate being together as a congr
The Wi sconsin Department of Health Services
may foll ow different guidelines from those w
These guidelines are as foll ows:

T Visit with other fully vaccinated people ir

di stancing.

T Visit with unvaccinated people from a singl
severe -CODVvdiDsease, i ndoors without wearing

T Refraining from quarantine and testing foll

9 Additionally, the guidelines continue to r €
public health best practices in public spac
physically distancing.

T Finally, the guidelines recommend fully vac
practices when visiting unvaccinated peopl €
COVIID® di sease.

Remember , the vaccines are | 1l be

one, I n stopping the spread 3 e.

public places such as busine as

or using hand sanitizer wil/ 1e S

I

di sease as wel

Stay healthy, stay safe,
Bl essings,
Carol A Matthys




FAITH FORMATION

S VBSp !l anni n iI's under wa f or
qaea*'o') P 9 y

interested in helping to plan VBS contact Amity at
Bible Schoo Amity@firstluthebanron.org

Continue to join us each weekday Schoalzoom at 10:1

Check out the weekly email for the link or contact, ¢ J""*
Amity @firstluthebanron.org i

Qzoom

MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Faith Formation Celebrations:

Welcome to First Lutheran Aaron Mickelson

)

Congratulations to Helene Benn \

baptism : v

Join Us for a Weekly Bible ;ludy
A

{
Wednesdays at 1:00pm'in the

Dining Hall 4

Join in Faith Discussions,
Fellowship, and Holy Communion




FAITH FORMATION
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