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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

2021  

May 

16äFacilities & Future Congregational Meeting 

16äHigh School Graduate Recognition 

 

June 

Watch for VBS news including August dates 

 

July 

25äDuluth Mission Trip 
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PRESIDENTSèS POST 

Greetings to all First Lutheran Family and Friends  

Good News!!  

Back in 1983, a Canadian singer, songwriter named Anne Murray released a song called 

òA little good newsó. Some of you may remember it as it was very popular and won her a 

Grammy award. The refrain was as follows:  

Nobody robbed a liquor store on the lower part of town,  

Nobody ODõd, nobody burned a single building down 

Nobody fired a shot not in anger, nobody had to die in vain  

We sure could use a little good news today.  

Sadly, the words still are somewhat appropriate today arenõt they. 

 

But, guess what, there is GOOD NEWS!!  

 

He is Risen! He is risen indeed!!  

 

Beautiful words we need to hear.  Words we were able to share as a community of faith 

Easter Sunday. Some of you entered our church building for the first time in over a year. 

Thatõs GOOD NEWS!! Many of you continue to view our worship service online. Our online 

platform continues to grow and we were so thankful for a very generous gift to upgrade 

our technology equipment .Thatõs GOOD NEWS!! 

Many of our members are now fully vaccinated against Covid 19. This will enable us to 

continue to open our church building more in the months to come, enabling our ministries 

to get up and running again.  Thatõs GOOD NEWS.  

 

There is so much to be thankful for. We have a loving, caring congregation in which Iõm 

honored to be leading for the next year. Thank you all for your continued support in our 

ministries. We all share in The GOOD NEWS of our risen 

savior. He is Risen, He is Risen indeed!!  

 

Hang in there. Love one another. Godõs Peace to you all!! 

Steve Haugen  

Congregation Council President  
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FROM THE BISHOP 
 

Crosses We Donôt Choose 

Then Jesus told them, ñé take up their cross and follow me.ò Matthew 16:24b 

Dear Members and Friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin,  

My friend Julieôs mom had dementia. Julie picked up that cross and carried it as her beloved mother faded 

away. Paul was in second grade when he was diagnosed with diabetes. It was a cross he would carry for the 

rest of his life. Ericaôs drug addiction was a cross she and her family carried for years until she found 

sobriety. They were all crosses they didnôt choose. 

Jesus carried his cross on the road to his crucifixion. Along the way he falls, and a man named Simon of 

Cyrene is forced to pick up Jesusô cross and carry it the rest of the way to Calvary. Simon was most likely a 

reluctant cross bearer. Most of us are reluctant cross bearers. We donôt choose the pain or suffering weôve 

been dealt, and yet we carry the load.  We donôt choose to carry another personôs cross when they are too 

weak to carry it themselves, but we are at times compelled by love to do so.  

This month marks the one year anniversary of the pandemic. It is a cross that weôve all carried to one degree 

or another. For some it has been an inconvenience and for others a heavy burden of suffering and profound 

grief. Theologically there is no way to put a positive spin on the coronavirus or 2020. It has been a cross we 

didnôt choose. The strain of carrying this cross is evident in our country and congregations. We are all weary 

of it.  

On Palm/Passion Sunday and Good Friday we are drawn into the story of Jesusô arrest, trial, and death. We 

walk alongside him in the crowd as he carries his cross, our cross, compelled by love.  We walk with a 

suffering Jesus straining under the weight of this cross, stumbling, falling, getting back up and finally letting 

go, letting another carry it. Jesus knew pain in his human body, and so Jesus knows our every weakness. 

Jesus himself was beaten, knew suffering and was unable to carry the weight this cross. He falls to the 

ground under the weight of his love for us. 

As a church we invite others to walk in the way of Jesus knowing that they are carrying crosses they didnôt 

choose for themselves. We invite others to walk in the way of Jesus because as a community of faith we 

shoulder the burden and carry it all together. We help another carry their cross out of love. We are Simon of 

Cyrene.  

Maybe that is what this past year has taught us; that we need each other; we arenôt alone. Weôve been 

isolated, quarantined, but not alone. We canôt take our congregations for granted. We need our faith 

communities and the relationships with other believers because we canôt carry our own crosses. We follow 

the way of Jesus together bearing our neighborôs crosses out of love.    

It is in the cross that Jesus carried and on which he was crucified that we can know the love of God and 

salvation. This is Lutherôs Theology of the Cross. It is in the crosses that we as a community of faith carry 

together as we follow in the way of Jesus that we too see and know the love God.  

Dear friends of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, I am grateful for you, that during the pandemic, we were 

able to walk in the way of Jesus together. May you each know the joy of Easter!  Christ is Risen. He is risen 

indeed.   

Bishop Laurie Skow-Anderson 
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WORSHIP 

This has been quite the year! This time last year we were figuring out how to effectively create engaging worship services 

when we could not gather in-person.  And now, we are at the opposite of that task ð we are discerning how to have engaging 

worship when we are gathered in-person. Throughout our many discernment periods this past year your Church Council, 

Worship and Music Committee, and Pastor Ron were and continue to be led by our guiding principles: 1) what is possible 2) 

what is prudent 3) what is pastoral.  These three guiding questions, along with the recommendations from the CDC and 

Barron County Health, continue to help us discern what the best decisions are for our community.  Below is the new worship 

plan that we have put together based on the guidance of sources named above as well as the recent survey where we had 

approximately 90 responses, and our current volunteer capacities.   

CHANGE IN WORSHIP SUMMARY  

Our worship service times will change òback to normaló to one service, held at 9:00am. We will no longer have a 10:15am 

service.  We will continue to livestream and radio broadcast our worship service as we have for many years prior to COVID. 

The CDC recommends that it is safer to consider in-person gatherings when the viral transmission has a positive test less 

than 10% and fewer than 10 cases per 100K.  As of mid-March, Barron Countyõs numbers have fallen below this threshold.  

This does not mean there is no concern for transmission of the virus but that it is òsaferó to gather. The risk of transmission 

continues to decrease as the number of those vaccinated continues to increase each week. With this guidance we will 

continue to encourage masks, distancing, and limited capacity of the sanctuary. 

WORSHIP CAPACITY 

Our sanctuary capacity is about 250. Before the pandemic, our average worship 

attendance at this time of year was about 120.  The CDC guidelines state in-door 

gatherings at 25% capacity, which puts us at about 50-75 people.  The survey 

respondents support a decision to have the sanctuary at half capacity or less.  Because 

our pre-pandemic numbers were at this threshold and our current worship attendance 

is well below this threshold, we will no longer have folks sign-up to attend worship in 

advance. Our ushers will be writing down everyoneõs name as they arrive in the event contact tracing is needed. If we see our 

worship attendance beginning to climb near the threshold capacity, we will add additional services. 

MASK WEARING IS ENCOURAGED 

Mask wearing in public spaces is still strongly recommended by the CDC and Barron County 

Health.  The survey supported a decision where the vast majority of those who responded 

said they will wear a mask and almost half responded everyone to wear a mask. In 

recognition that the mask mandate is ending on April 5th, we chose the word òencouragedó 

to replace òrequired.ó We continue to recognize the value of wearing a mask to protect 

ourselves and our neighbors. Worshipers should wear a mask.  

SINGING IN WORSHIP  

Singing is considered to be a riskier activity as it increases the particulates in the air. Wearing 

facemasks will help to mitigate that risk, but the risk of transmission still increases.  However, 

with cases as low as they are in our county it was determined that the risk was at an acceptable 

level. The survey supported a decision for singing to return to the congregationõs worship life. 

COMMUNION  

We will return to weekly communion via òin the continuous.ó  This means worshipers 

will come forward where Pastor or a server will distribute the bread and the wine/juice 

will be offered in individual cups on trays.  
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MEMBER CARE 

Greetings! It has now been over one year since the onset of the pandemic, we endured a 
sustained period of self-quarantine. Some members worked remotely, some in a hybrid 
form while others, because of their vocation, were laid off for a period of time or 
indefinitely.  

Still others classified as essential workers, continued to work while placing themselves at 
risk for contracting the virus and transmitting the virus to their families.  

We are SLOWLY moving out of the shadows of the virus thanks to the wonders of 
scientists and infectious disease experts. As members are offered the vaccine(s) based 

on their age groups, we are seeing some ólight at the end of the tunnelô. As of Easter 
Sunday, we are gathering together again-hallelujah! 

While we celebrate being together as a congregation, we must continue to be vigilant. 
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (WDHS), advises fully vaccinated adults 
may follow different guidelines from those who are unvaccinated.  

 

These guidelines are as follows: 

¶ Visit with other fully vaccinated people indoors without wearing masks or physical 

distancing. 

¶ Visit with unvaccinated people from a single household who are all at low risk for 

severe COVID-19 disease, indoors without wearing masks or physical distancing. 

¶ Refraining from quarantine and testing following a known exposure, if asymptomatic. 

¶ Additionally, the guidelines continue to recommend fully vaccinated people follow 
public health best practices in public spaces. This includes wearing a mask and 

physically distancing.   

¶ Finally, the guidelines recommend fully vaccinated people should also continue these 

practices when visiting unvaccinated people who are at an increased risk for severe 
COVID-19 disease. 

Remember, the vaccines are just a tool, albeit an important 
one, in stopping the spread of the disease. Wearing a mask in 
public places such as businesses as well as washing hands 
or using hand sanitizer will help stop the spread of the 
disease as well.  

 

Stay healthy, stay safe, 

Blessings, 

Carol A Matthys 
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FAITH FORMATION 

 

 

 

 

Faith Formation Celebrations: 

   Welcome  to First Lutheran Aaron Mickelson 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Helene Benner on her 

baptism 

Continue to join us each week for Sunday School via zoom at 10:15am.   

Check out the weekly email for the link or contact Amity at 

Amity@firstlutheran-barron.org 

 

VBS ð planning is under way for this summerõs program, if you are 

interested in helping to plan VBS contact Amity at  

Amity@firstlutheran-barron.org 
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FAITH FORMATION 

/ƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴΥ   hǳǊ ŎƻƴŬǊƳŀǝƻƴ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǎ 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŎŀƳŜ 

ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ   ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎƪƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ       

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜƴǘΦ  

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜŘΗ 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ нлнм aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ¢ǊƛǇ tƭŀƴƴŜŘΥ  hǳǊ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ 5ǳƭǳǘƘ 

Wǳƭȅ нр-олǘƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ .ƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ DƛǊƭǎ 

/ƭǳōǎΣ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ǇŀƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ  

IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎΥ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻǳǊ 

IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнм ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мсǘƘΦ 

CƛǊǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΥ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ 

ƻƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ CƛǊǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΗ tƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘ ƭŜƊ 

ŀǊŜΥ  /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ .ŀǳƳƎŀǊŘΣ .ǊŀƛŘŜƴ 9ǊŀǉǳŀƳΣ  

DǊŀŎŜ aŀǊǾƛƴΣ !ǾŜǊȅ aŀǘƘŜǿǎΣ LǎƻōŜƭ CŜƭōŜǊΣ bƻǘ 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘΥ !ŀƭŀȅŀƘ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ   

/ƻƴŬǊƳŀƴŘǎΥ   

{Ƴŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ  ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ !ǇǊƛƭ 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŀǘ [ǳǘƘŜǊ tŀǊƪ !ǇǊƛƭ нуǘƘ пΥол ǘƻ 

тΥллǇƳ - ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƊŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ [ǳǘƘŜǊ tŀǊƪ ƻǊ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ 

 


