FOCUS AT FIRS

Fall 2023 - Quarter Three Newsletter

First Lutheran Churchii Barron, WI www.firstlutheran -barron.org

WE LOVE FIRST BECAUSE
GOD FIRST LOVED US.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

2023

October
234 1:30pm Afternoon Singalong
244 5:30-7pm Bible Study and Meal with Sally Ellis
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November

4--9:000am - 2pm Fall Bazaar

5a All Saints Sunday

124 10:15am Thankful Hearts Social

Inside This Issue
December

_ . Pastor Ronés Me3ssagse
3--10:00 Christmas Tree Trimming

Outreach News 4-5
W/ELCA News 6-7

24--9am & 4pm Christmas Eve Worship
25--10am Christmas Worship

January 2024
14--10:15am Breakfast Bites and Bunco

Stewardship 8
First Lutheran News 9-13
Faith Formation 14-16

Turkey Dinner Message 17
Financials 18-20
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PASTORRON&S MESSAGE

Faith Family,

| was watching Carey Nieuwhofds Leader shi
0 Harvard professor, PhD social scientist, author, speaker, and lover of Jesus. Brook
presents that happiness is a combination of enjoyment, satisfaction, and purpose. While
Nrere i s a |l ot that goes into your happi

mood, genetics, etc. as these things that you either cannot change or are able to chang
through your habits. Brooks argues that in order to get your habits right you can influence
your happiness. He says there are four habits you need work/tin: family, friends,

work .

I believe that it iIs no small coincidence
family we are born with and the family w
argue that the Church is important, if not imperative, for true happiness. Church, our faith
family, is where we combine three of the four items Brooks reflects on that are necessary fa
happiness faith, family, and friends.

Let me draw for a moment on the faith aspect as | have said many things about family an
friends over the past couple weeks. Faith is the act of placing our Trust into a higher
authority. It is the process of recognizing that we are called to something greater than what
society deems worthy. But more than all this, faith is transformative as it pulls us into a
higher calling of living, it draws us into community with others, and shapes us to live, act,

and think in better ways than society ever could be able. Scripture is filled with teachings on
how believers are called to care for the poor and to help those society has deemed to &
outcast. Luke152 i s just one of them: 0By this ti
reputation were hanging around Jesus, listening intently. The Pharisees and religion
schol ars were not pl eased, not at all p |

meal s with them, treating them |ike old f

As we move into the fall season, a season notably marked by holidays, parties, an
celebrations a season of gathering with family and friends in homes as well as in churches.
Take a moment in this season to survey your happiness. What role does faith play in you
life? What role does being a part of a faith family (FLC) play in your faith? What
transformations have you seen God working in your life and in your family and friends?

| have witnessed this transformative faith happening here at FLC over the past couple
months as we have been challenged with such core Biblical values of caring for others. W




PASTORRONes MESSAGE(CONTED)

host several community groups who meet here, many over which society deems unworth
Alcoholics Anonymous and Adult Children of Alcoholics hold several meetings a week in ou
church buil ding, and have for many year s
Lutheran Social Services, until they lost Federal Funding, who serviced women who needs
support as they struggled with homelessness, addiction, and abusive homelife. We current
hold the office/storage for Habitat for Humanity of Barron County who work to improve

living conditions of the poor. And now, Council has agreed to be the pilot site for Barror
County to host a Tiny Home project which will provide living conditions and services for
iIndividuals to gain sel§ufficiency. Lastly, just a couple months ago Council has also agree
to welcome a LGBTQIA+ support group to meet here as well.

Il n Matthew 25 Jesus teaches owhat you ha
me. 6 What does it mean to help o0the | east
kneejerk reaction, a reaction that has been taught to us by society. Jesus is calling us to
better than society, and it is hard because we are people who live in society! We live
community with other people who do not have the same value and beliefs as we do. Al
Jesus is calling us to do better, so that they can see your response, a better reason, a lo
grace filled response that will transform their hearts (and yours.) We put this response.
based in 1 John 4, as:

oLoving Others First, Because God First .

Pastor Ron

All Saints

All Saints Day will be celebrated on Sunday, November 5th. Candle papers are available in the chdirch
office, on the website or in the emailed announcements for loved ones that have passed. You may also
choose to cut out the form below and submit it to the office. Completed forms should be returned t¢ the
church office or the information emailed to office @firstluthdoarron.org by Monday, Oct. 30th.
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OUTREACHNEWS (CONTED)
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WELCA NEWS

2 k9[/! bSoa
| FLJJ Clrff 9@SNB2YySH
vdzZAf ey3d Kl a &adGFNILHSR dzLJd | Y Y S|
jdzAt GSNE YSSiG SOSNE ¢ K dzNE F | pYo
dzaH 2S KI @S | Fdzy 3INRdzLI® L 7 12| Y2 N
@2dzz o6dzi e2dz tA1S G2 asSg e O] dzL.
ol ai1Sd Ay [dzZiKSNI | £t o { @ L) Ay a
2k9[ /! KFR GKSANI UNRG {SYA2NJ {2dzLIJNJ 2
gra ¢Sttt I §gSYRSRZ GKSNB A& Ftglea NBRpY ¥
hC)[]Z()SNJ MY UKS FSEFOGdzZNAY 3T | | YO dZNBWINY @ SHEBX &
F2NI FEf {SYyA2NRIZ y20 2dzald CANRG [ dziKBNI Yy
___________ ¢CKS lyydzZt 126ARFE . FTFHIN 3 |
l_{ludzNRIeZ b2@SYOSNI niKd ¢KS|O2Y
BAZAAR dzLJ YR ¢S INB t221Ay3 FT2NBI NR
SSy 62Nl Ay3 2y FyR Ittt GKS|NBO
YSydz Aa ANBFGZ a +Fftglreax ag O2
"""""" 0SYySUG FTNRY GKAa SgSyido
Carolyn Verhulst,
2 kK9[ /!
lgSyd25raS w2ttt SNE bSSRSRH
b2 9ELISNASYOS bsS0O0Saagl NBGH
2 SRYSaRI&ds b2@0SYOSNI mald o Y
{A3y dzLJ 2y GKS 29[ /! odzZ £ Selyd opRl NR




WELCA NEWS (@NTD)
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~ Annual WELCA ~

HOLIDAY
BAZ&AAR
LUNCHEON

Saturday, November 4th

8:30 AM 9:00-2:00 10:30-1:00

CINNAMON | HOLIDAY SOCIAL
ROLLS BAZAAR | LUNCHEON

Homemade Homemade Crafts Choice of Soups,
Cinnamon Rolls, and Holiday Items. Chili, Sloppy Joes

Hot Cider & Coffee Plus so much more! and Dessert
(use West entrance)

| * HOMEMADE LEFSE * BAKE SALE
First Lutheran Church

4 W. LaSalle Avenue ® Barron
(1 block south of Hwy. 8 on Hwy. 25)
#LIVEGENEROUSLY

- Proceeds to benefit local and global missions —




STEWARDSHIP
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Name (individual/couple/family)

“FOR WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO.” MATT 6:21
The impact of what we do for God’s Kingdom is made possible by your financial support.

TITHE CHALLENGE -STEP-UP YOUR GIVING BY 10% FOR 2024.
If you gave $50 a month in 2023, commit to step—up to $55.
If you gave $100, step—up to $110. If you gave $500, step—up to $550.

WAYS TO GIVE IN 2024

AUTOMATED GIVING - set up regular giving on FLC's website

TEXT TO GIVE - text 715-496-6473 to set up regular giving

ELECTRONIC GIVING - set up regular giving through our financial institution
PDF forms available on FLC’s website

ENVELOPES - Circle this to let FLC Office know to send envelopes for 2024

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

2024 ESTIMATE OF GIVING:

S per week / month / year
(circle one)

To support God’s ministry to
First Love, Love First.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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CEMETERY

Given By Gladys Hjersjo Hansen
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